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PREFACE 

SINCE  the  Study  of  Phy- 
fck  has  been  different  in  e- 
very  Age  ^  according  to  the  pre¬ 
vailing  Opinions  and  Determina¬ 
tions  of  Pbilofophers ;  I  cannot 
but  fometimes  admire ,  that  fnce 
for  fome  Tears  pafi,  there  has 
been  fa  happy  and  flricl  an  Inquiry 
into  the  Secrets  of  natural  Caufes y 
that  this  healing  Art  is  fo  little 
advanced ;  which  might  very 
well  have  been  hoped  for  from  fo 
good  Reafonings. 

What  great  Advantages  were 
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gained  in  the  Knowledge  of  natu¬ 
ral  Philofophy by  joyning  Geo¬ 
metrical  Reafonings  to  the  Inqui¬ 
ry  into  the  Secrets  of  Nature ; 


ricflliuSj  and  Newton  ;  none 
tho  never  fo  little  verfed  in  tbefe 
Secrets }  can  be  ignorant  of ;  and 
for  all  this,  Phyfick  is  fill  full 
of  nothing  but  Conje&ures  ;  and 
fcarce  deferves  the  Name  of  a 


W. better  this  is  to  be  attribu¬ 
ted  to  the  Nature  of  the  Art  it  felf 
which  has  no  certain  Principles  ; 
or  rather  to  the  Fault  of  the  Ar- 
nfls. ,  having  g  one  aflray  are 

loth  for  fear  of  Labour  and  Trou¬ 
ble  to  return  again  into  the  right 
Way  ?  fome  other  Time  perhaps 
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we  pdl  difcufs :  In  the  mean 
l  ime y  that  it  may  he  mime  mani- 
fefi  how  much  Advantage  may  be 
reaped  by  Phyficians ,  both  in  find¬ 
ing  out  the  C aufer  and  Remedies 
of  DifeafeSj  by  the  Study  of  Geo¬ 
metry  ;  /  am  refolved  to  explain 
the  mofl  difficult  Quefiion  of  the 
Return  and  Circulation  of  cer¬ 
tain  Diftempers.,  which  can  only 
be  found  out  by  the  Help  of  this 

Art. 

I  am  therefore  forced  in  this 
Deputation ,  to  take  a  more  accu¬ 
rate  Account  of  the  Reafens  of 
Numbers.,  than  Phyfck  feems  to 
require.  Not  that  I  would  put 
out  from  our  Difquiftions  all  that 
are  ignorant  of  Geometry f  but  to 
fatisfy  thofe  who  defire  a  flriA 
i  .  ■  Inquiry 
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Inquiry  into  the  Secrets  of  Na¬ 
ture  ;  left' it  fhouldbe  thought  that 
I  vent  fictitious  Hypothecs  for 
mechanical  Caufes ,  and  vain 
Figments  for  the  Lam  of  Nature . 

Thofe  that  are  no  Lovers  of 
Mathematic ks ,  may  pafs  by  this 
Tart  of  my  Work,  1  feek  no  Ap- 
plaufe  from  Algebraical  Calculati¬ 
ons ,  being  fenfible  as  to  that  of 
my  own  Weaknefs ;  but  I  hqpe  in 
tbefe  Sheets ,  I  fall  relate  fome 
Accounts ,  and  make  fome  Re¬ 
marks,  that  even  thofe  who  rejeci 
all  Reafonings ,  and  only  follow 
Experience  as  their  Guide,  will 
find  fome  Advantage  ;  which  is 
the  End  of  my  whole  Defign. 

Phyfick  Is  a  large  Field,  and 
there  are  more  Ways  than  one  to 
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afjift  miferable  Mortals  who  lan¬ 
guish  under  innumerable  Diflem - 
pers ;  it  conftfis  both  of  Experi¬ 
ments  and  Reafon,  and  he  that 
has  not  an  entire  Confidence  in  the 
latter ,  proceeds  better  armed,  and 
may  give  his  Patient  better  Hopes, 
the  more  he  is  verfed  in  the  for¬ 
mer. 

Phyfick  certainly  requires  both 
Helps ,  and  he  that  has  Examples 
enough  jhould  not  be  defective  in 
Science,  that  he  may  know  how 
to  adapt  them  to  the  various  Ca , 
fes. 

For ,  tho  for  fober  and  tempe¬ 
rate  Men,  finch  as  the  firfi  Face 
of  Mankind  are  faid  to  be,  a  few 
Kemedies  which  were  found  out 
by  Chance,  and  approved  on  by  Fra- 


■6  e>  «■ 

vili 


The  Preface. 

Bitej  were  fujficient ;  yet  in  Sue - 
cefs  of  7  imei  when  Jjuxury  and 
Idknefs  had  debauched  the  World , 
as  Difeafes  increafed ,  new  Kerne- 
dies  were  to  be  found  out ^  and  Inqui¬ 
ry  to  be  made }  not  only  what  can  fed 
the  Diflemfer 3  but  into  the  vari¬ 
ous  Changes  of  it }  and  why  that 
which  would  cure  one}  would  not 
another. 

For  this  Reafon  Hippocrates 
fayss  (a)  A  Phyfician  fliould 
confider  what  is  proper  and  com¬ 
mon  in  his  Patient;  becaufe  as 
Cel  fits  mof  excellently  ob ferves 3 
( b )  Difeafes  are  different  in 
different  Bodies ,  and  he  that 
finds  out  the  true  Gaufe^  eafily 
cures  the  Diftemper. 

a)  Epidera.  Lib.  i.  (f)  b.  in  Prefv 

For 
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For  no  other  lieafon  Pliny 
fayr}(d)  The  Art  of Phyfick  was 
laid  afide  for  700  Years  toge¬ 
ther,  v\^.  from  the  Trojan  to 
the  War  of  Peloponnefiis  ;  hut 
hecaufsj  new  Difeafes  appearing 
in  the  World \  thofe  that  were 
Phyficians  by  Experience  only , 
which  we  now  call  Empericks, 
were  found  inf  up cient ,  the  Phi¬ 
losophers  only  challenged  this  heal¬ 
ing Art ,  which  without  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Natural  Caufes  is  found 
to  be  lame  and  deficient. 

For  this  Reafon  Celfus  (h) 
faeaking  of  this  Interval ,  faysy 
The  Science  of  Phyfick  was 
counted  a  Part  of  Philosophy, 


(a)  Lib.  29.  in  Proem,  (b  j  lb. 

a  lb 


x  The  Preface. 

fb  the  Curing  of  Dileales  and 
the  Contemplation  of  natural 
Caules  had  both  the  lame  Au¬ 
thors. 

And  its  much  to  our  Purpofe, 
here  to  obferve y  that  thofe  Philo - 
fophers  were  famous  Geometrici¬ 
ans.,  who  layd  the  furejl  Founds 
tion  of  our  Art . 

Pythagoras  in  thofe  T imes  ex¬ 
celled  all  the  Philofophers ,  and  ac¬ 
quired  fo  great  deputation  that  it 
was  generally  faid  of  him ,  that  he 
travelled  thro’  many  Cities.,  not 
lb  much  to  teach  as  to  cure 
(a)  them ;  the  great  Progrejfes  he 
made  in  Mathematicks  are  evi¬ 
dent  from*  the  two  noble  Problems 


(a)  y£lian.  Lib.  4. 


he 
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he  firfi  demonfirated ;  the  one  de 
Quadrato  lateris  in  o fSvy»v'^  Tri¬ 
angulo  redo  angulo  fub/edi  Qua¬ 
dratis  laterum  eundem  conti¬ 
nentium  aequali ;  the  other ,  de 
Area  Parabola^  which  Proclus 
(a)  affures  us  he  firfi  demonfira¬ 
ted,  and  for  which  rather  then 
the  firfi ,  Plutarch  believed  he 
facrificed  a  Hecatombe. 

Empedocles  in  Italy  was  his 
Scholar ,  a  Man  of  a  divine  Wit 9 
who  having  fearched  into  the  ve¬ 
ry  Bowels  of  Nature,  perform¬ 
ed  thofe  Things  in  Phyfick no 
Emperick  could  pretend  to  it. 

There  happened  to  he  in  Agri¬ 
gentum.,  his  native  City ,  a  cru - 

C#J  Lib.  4.  ad  primum  Euclid. 
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el  Plague  ;  he  quickly  found  out 
the  Caufe ,  and  by  flopping  the 
narrow  Pajfages  of  the  Mount  aim 
thro  which  the  contagious  Winds 
pa  [fed  5  perfe&ly  cured  the 
Town,  (a) 

He  did  the  fame  good  Turn  to 
the  Citizens  of  Selinuntium ;  for 
obferving  that  the  Plague  was 
caufed  by  the  Stagnation  of  the 
Mud  and  Stink  of  a  fmall  Kivu - 
lety  he  ordered  two  other  Rivers 
to  be  conveyed  into  it ;  which  re¬ 
moved  the  Mud  by  making  a  fwift 
Current 3  and  fo  cured  the  City. 

Thefe  Relations  are  the  more 
remarkable  ,  be  caufe  the  And - 


(d)  Plutarc.  in  Lib»  Tnpl  >m7wi(Qa,ypit)<rumi 
dc  in  contra  Color. 


ents 
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ents  believed  that  all  contagions 
Difeafes  were  fent  by  the  Anger 
of  the  Gods ,  and  that  all  Phyfick 
was  in  vain  in  thofe  Cafes. 

But  mechanical  Science  in  both 
thefe  Cafes  found  out  a  Remedy  ; 
and  Hiftories  are  full  of  the  like 
Calamities ,  proceeding  from  the 
like  Caufes. 

Democritus  who  is  believed 
to  be  the  Mafter  of  Hippocrates, 
was  an  excellent  Phy  fician  and  Ge¬ 
ometrician  ;  he  writ  de  Con- 
ta&u  Circuli  &  Sphaerae,  de  Ge¬ 
ometricis,  de  Lineis  ratione  ca¬ 
rentibus,  and  alfo}  de  Natura 
Hominis,  de  Humoribus  and  de 
Peftibus  (a). 

■  ■■■■..■  "i  .  . . .  . 

(a)  Diog.  Laert.  in  Vita  Democr. 

By 
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By  fuch  like  Men  as  thefe  the 
Rrofefjion  grew  up  to  the  Time  of 
Hippocrates.  Who  ohferving  the 
Super  flit  ion  of  the  Vulgar ,  and 
the  Imfudence  of  Empericks ,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  vain  Ofentation  of 
the  Sophi fls3  refolved,  to  remedy 
the  Matter ‘  and  remove  the  dm- 

j 

pediments ,  in  his  golden  Book  of 
the  F  ailing-ficknefs.  He  jhews 
thofe  vulgar  Methods  deflroyd 
Religion ,  and  therefore  he  fpends 
a  great  deal  of  T ime  in  Hifcovery 
of  their  Cheats ,  who  cover  their 
ignorance  under  the  Vail  of  Piety 3 
pretending  by  Inchantments  to 
cure  all  Diflempers ,  which  they 
could  not  hy  the  Rules  of  Art. 

In  his  Books  de  Arte^de  De. 
coroa  and  de  Praeceptionibus,  he 

acute - 
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acutely  and  -prolixly  disputes'  y 
both  againji  thofe  who  deny  V hy¬ 
lic  k  to  he  an  Art 9  and  like  wife 
thofe  that  ahufe  it. 

And  I  cannot  here  hut  obferve, 
that  fame  would  draw  Hippocra¬ 
tes  to  their  P 'arty ?  as  if  the  di¬ 
vine  old  Gentleman  approved  of  a 
mechanical  Sort  of  Keafoning  ; 
hear  his  own  Words ,  which  bejl 
explain  his  Meanings  I  com¬ 
mend,  fays  he ,  Reafoning,  fo 
it  proceed  from  the  Things 
that  are  perceived  by  the  Senies 
and  Experiments,  and  when  the 
Conclufion  is  rightly  gathered 
from  the  Premifles.,  otherwife  it 
only  breeds  Knots  and  Diffi¬ 
culties  C a).  . 


(a)  Lib.  de  Precept, 


This 
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This  is  further  illufirated  and 
confirm'd  from  what  he  himfelf 
inculcates ,  difcourfng  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Practice  of  Phyfick,  He 
fays ,  Many  Phylicians  are  like 
the  Mailers  of  Ships,  where  Ig¬ 
norance  is  not  difoovered  in  a 
calm  Sea  and  a  gentle  Breeze,  but 
Tempells  make  a  full  Dilcove^ 
ry  of  their  Ignorance.  The 
Properties  of  Things  are  to  be 
exa&ly  known,  and  the  Power 
and  Influence  they  have  on  our 
Bodies.  The  Figures  of  the  Parts 
are  to  be  considered,  fome  are 
pyramidical,  fonie  fmooth,  lome 
cylindrical ,  fome  condenled, 
and  fome  rarifyed. 

This 
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This  is  that  Science ,  which 
being  joyned  to  the  Study  of  Phy- 
fck  5  equals  a  Man  to  the 
Gods  (*a ). 

But  I  will  dwell  no  longer  on 
the  Matter ,  ids  evident  from 
what  is  faid 3  that  Hippocrates 
calls  thefe  only  who  rea- 

fon  only  upon  fictitious  Caufes . 
But  vEpy(*>  ’i«Tpas  thofe  only  are  to 
be  efieemed  Phyfcians ,  who  un¬ 
der  f  and  the  Laws  of  Nature >  and 
the  exaB  Fabrick  of  humane  Bo¬ 
dies,  which  I  obferve  for  the  fake 
of  thofe  who  make  no  Difference 
between  the  feigned  Hypothe/es 
of  Philofbphafters,  and  the  cer¬ 
tain  Conclufions  of  Geometrici- 


(a)  Lib.de Decor. 

b  anSj 
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a  ns,  <wd  expofe  to  the  Scorn  of  the 
Vulgar  the  mofl  ufeful  Science . 

The  Firjl  treat  Philofophy  and 
Pbyfck  ignorantly  and  abfurdly^ 
and  there  is  a  vafl  Dijference  be¬ 
tween  their  Opinions  and  t  he  Rea- 
fonings  of  the  Latter.  He  that 
lays  down  an  Hypothecs  follows 
what  to  him  feems  congruous ,  and 
labours  to  (hew  that  his  Poftions 
are  Jut  able  and  proper  to  folve  the 
Events  and  Phenomena's ;  on  the 
other  Hand ,  Mechanical  Theory 
confifls  of  Demon f  rations }  which 
by  his  Skill  in  Geometry  he  either 
draws  from  the  Figure  of  the  Bo- 
die  s3  or  by  a  necejfary  Induction 
from  the  known  and  manifefi 
Laws  of  Motion. 

>  i  -  $  , .  >  ’  ’ 

This 
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This  will  ft  ill  he  more  cleared 
up  hy  Examples.  Defcartes  has 
made  a  [mail  Treatife  full  of  Con¬ 
jectures  about  the  Gravity  of 
Bodies^  which  has  advanced  no¬ 
thing  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Nature  of  T. hings.  But  New¬ 
ton  has  purfud  this  Matter  geo¬ 
metrically  ,  without  any  regard  to 
the  Caufe ;  he  has  fet  before  our 
Ey  es  the  very  Fahrick  of  the 
World.  Er.  W" illis  has  given 
us  an  Idea  of  foporiferous  Dijlem- 
pers  ;  which  Jhews  that  the  Au¬ 
thor  more  abounded  in  Words 
than  in  Principles  of  Phyfick . 
But  Bellinius  reducing  the  Elijlo- 
ry  and  Symptoms  of  them  to  Me¬ 
chanical  Reafoningj  has  laid  o- 
pen  the  Way  to  the  Knowledge 

b  2 
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and  Cure  of  grievous  Diflempers. 
It's  to  no  Purpofe  to  Jay  more  of 
the  Matter }  or  to  endeavour  to 
extort  their  Affent  who  obfinate- 
ly  maintain  their  Ajfertions 9  and 
feek  for  the  Sun  at  Noon-day. 

So  much  for  the  Defign  of  my 
fmall  1  reatife.  I  wijh  my  Rea¬ 
der  to  he  a  little  verfed  in  what 
Mr.  Newton  has  writ ,  or  at 
leaf  to  under f  and  what  E.  Hall, 
a  Man  of  univerfal  Knowledge 
and  Learning  (a )  has  clearly 
demonf  rated ,  according  to  the 
Senfe  of  the  chief  Philofopher, 
Of  the  Flowing  and  Ebbing  of 

f 
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(a)  Numb.  22  6. 
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the  Sea  in  our  Philofophical 
Tranfa&ions, 

When  I  had  communicated  my 
Fefgn,  hy  a  Letter  to  A.  Pit¬ 
cairn  a  Phyfcian,  born  for  the 
Good  of  the  Common-wealth ,  and 
the  Advancement  of  Learning  y 
and  my  particular  Friend ,  he  ap¬ 
plauded  my  Intent,  and  out  of  bit 
great  Civility  fupplyed  me  out  of 
his  ingenious  Colle&ions  with  the 
Hiflories  of  the  periodical  Re - 
courfe  of  feveral  Dijlempers, 
Thefe  are  the  great  Ornaments  of 
our  Book,  which  I  have  inter - 
[per fed  and  delated  on  in  their  pro¬ 
per  Places  ;  being  well  pleafed 
to  have  my  Sentiments  approved 
on  by  a  Man  fo  knowing  in  thefe 

Matters } 
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Matters 3  and  fo  much  the  more y 
hecaufe  it's  fit  that  a  New  Theory 
fhould  be  fup ported  by  the  Obfer- 
vations  of  others  3  rather  than 
their  own. 

*  -•  • 
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Befides ,  our  Dijfertation fioeivs 
the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  the 
great  Creator  of  all  T kings 3  who 
having  excellently  provided  for  all 
living  Creatures 3  has  made  this 
Difference  between  the  Rational 
arid  Irrational ;  that  whilfi  the 
Brutes  enjoy  ail  the  common  Bene¬ 
fits  .  of  Nature 3  we  can  further 
advance  and  enquire  into  the  Rea - 
fans  and  Ufe  of  2  kings  y  and  con¬ 
template  the  Divine  Workman- 
Jbip  of  this  curious  Structure. 

1  ;U '  V  '  ,  v-  -  -  :  ■’  •  . '  . 

Lafi> 


Laftly,  I  have  given  a  fhort 
Account  of  the  Cures  in  thofe  me¬ 
morable  Cafes  5  being  refolved 
fome  Time  or  other  to  publijh  my 
own  Obfervations  on  the  like  Oc¬ 
currences j  if  T ime  and  Leifure 
will  permit ;  in  the  mean  T ime3 
Reader  enjoy  thefe. 
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OF  THE 

Power  and  Influence 

OF  THE 

SUN  and  MOON 

On  Humane 

B  O  D  I  E  Si 

And  of  the 

diseases 

That  rife  from  thence. 


CHAP.  I. 

THE  Ancients  always  held, 
that  the  periodical  Accefli- 
ons  and  Circulations  of  ma¬ 
ny  Diftempers  depended  on  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  the  Moon.  Some  advanced  fo 
far  as  to  maintain  that  the  Influence 
of  the  Stars  was  the  foie  Caufe 
of  them.  The  Jaft  Writers'  of 

B  the 


the  Hiftories  of  the  common  Difea- 
fes,  are  wholly  taken  up  in  fumming 
theMotions  and  Influencies  of  the  ce- 
leftial  Bodies ;  therefore  Hipocrates 
advifes  his  Son  Thejfalus  to  ftudy 
diligently  Arithmetick  and  Geome¬ 
try,  becaufe  the  Rifing  and  Setting 
of  the  Stars  have  a  great  Influence 
on  Difeafes. 

But  in  Procefs  of  Time,  when 
Phyfuk.  was  fquared  and  fitted  to  the 
Determinations  of  Philofophers,  and 
that  none  of  them  explained  the 
clofe  Conjunction  between  the  Stars 
and  the  Bodies  of  Mortals,  by  De¬ 
grees  the  true  Rules  of  Obferving 
being  laid  afide,  the  celeflial  Cauf- 
es  were  thought  to  have  no  other 
Efficiency  or  Power,  than  what  was 
caufed  by  the  ambient  Air,  unlefs 
we  except  fome  Sparks  of  Truth 
which  the  vulgar  Aftrologers  have 
much  obfeured,  by  their  vain  Ficti¬ 
ons,  and  foolilh  Boaftings. 

00  Epfl,  ad  TbeJJdlum . 


My 
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My  Defign  is  therefore,  to  make 
Something  certain  appear  in  a  very 
difficult  and  abftrufe  Matter,  to 
fbew  firft  of  all,  the  Courfe  of  the 
Sun  and  Moon,  befides  the  Changes 
which  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  pro-- 
duce,  and  the  Storms  that  proceed 
from  thence,  which  do  affe<5t  our 
Bodies  according  to  their  various 
Stations,  and  difturb  the  Motions  of 
the  Fluids.  Afterwards  to  make  an 

e 

Enquiry  what  Difeafes,and  with  what 
Symptoms,  draw  their  Origin  from 
thence.  Laffly,  to  fhew  how  great 
Advantages  to  Phyfick  may  be  drawn 
from  fuch  Reafonings. 

Its  a  conftant  Obfervation  of 
thofe  who  have  writ  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Winds,  that  the  moft  impetuous 
Winds  happen  about  the  vernal  and 
autumnal  ^Equinoxes ;  befides,  its 
agreed  on  by  all,  that  they  are  in 
their  Seafons  the  moft  violent  at 
Noon  and  Midnight,  that  is  to  fay, 
when  the  Sun  is  in  our  Zenith,  or 

B  2  in 
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in  the  Nadir,  vi%  in  the  vertical 
Point  over  our  Heads,  or  the  quite 
oppofite  under  us.  The  lame  like¬ 
wise  happens  when  the  Tide  of  the 
Flood  is  at  the  Higheft,  wh^n  the 
Moon  comes  to  our  vertical  Point, 
or  to  the  directly  oppofite.  Mari¬ 
ners  therefore  and-  Husband  men 
obferve  diligently  thofe  Seafons.  Its 
likewife  obferved  by  every  Body, 
that  at  the  Full  and  Change  of  the 
Moon  the  W eather  changes,  and 
Winds  commonly  rife.  He  that 
would  be  more  fully  inform'd  of 
this  Matter,  let  him  read  De  C bales 
Boole,  de  Ate  Navigandi  5  GaJJen - 
dm  s  Pbilofophy ,  and  J.  Goad's  dfiro- 
meteorologica. 

Since  all  thefe  happen  by  a  con- 
ilant  and  perpetual  Order  of  Nature, 
its  to  be  much  admired  that  none 
has  made  a  more  exadt  Inquiry  in¬ 
to  the  Caufes  of  them.  For  tho’  its 
moil  true  that  the  Origin  of  the 

‘Winds  is  various,  and  depends  on 

*  .  .  • 
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various  Principles,  yet  neverthelefs, 
fuch  a  conflant  and  certain  Recourfe 
of  them  at  certain  Seafo.ns,  muft 
needs  have  from  Nature  fome  cer¬ 
tain  and  neceflary  Caufe,  that  al¬ 
ways  adts  in  the  fame  Manner. 

It  has  long  fince  been  agreed  on, 
that  the  ambient  Air  is  a  fubtile  Flu¬ 
id,  endowed  with  an  elaftick.  Pow¬ 
er,  whofe  inferior  Parts  are  prdfed 
by  the  fuperior,  and  the  Power  of 
every  Part  does  equally  diflufe  it 
felf  into  an  Orb.  From  hence  it  pro¬ 
ceeds,  that  if  any  external  Caufe  di¬ 
mini  (h  the  Gravity  of  this  Element  in 
any  Place,  it  makes  at  the  fame  Time 
all  the  furrounding  Air  to  rulh  into 
the  Place  from  every  Part,  till  the 
/Equilibrium  in  all  the  ambient  Air 
be  reftored,  which  is  a  neceffary  Ef¬ 
fect  in  all  fluid  Bodies. 

Every  fuch  Impetuofity  creates  a 
Wind,  which  is  nothing  but  a  quick¬ 
er  Motion  of  the  Air  towards  fome 
Comer  of  the  World  j  we  are  there- 
■  ;  •  ■  •  fore 


CO 

fore  to  enquire  whether  there  be 
any  univerfal  Caufe,  which  changes 
the'  Preflion  of  the  Air  in  the  above 
mentioned  Seafons.  This  whatfo- 
ever  it  be,  caufes  the  Wind  and  all 
the  Phenomena's  that  depend  on  it, 
to  return  at  certain  Seafons. 

The  Flowing  and  Ebbing  of  the 
Sea,  and  the  wonderful  Convenlen- 
cies  Mankind  enjoys  from  thence, 
has  invited  the  curious  Searchers  in¬ 
to  the  Secrets  of  Nature,  to  a  feri- 
ous  Contemplation  of  it.  But  all 
their  Inquiries  were  in  vain  till  Mr. 
Newton  from  higher  Principles  and 
more  confonant  to  Nature,  difco- 
vered  to  the  World  this  admirable 
Work  of  the  great  Creator  j  by  the 
Help  of  thefe  Principles  its  clearly 
demonffrated,  that  from  the  fepa» 
rate  and  conjunct  Powers  of  the  Sun 
and  the  Moon,  whofe  EfFedts,  not- 
withflanding,  are  encreafed  or  di- 
minifhed  according  to  the  various 
Situation  of  Places  and  other  Acci¬ 
dents 
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dents  from  whence  arife  the  infinite 
Varieties  of  Tides  j  and  fince  the  a- 
bovementioned  Changes  of  the  Air, 
come  about  the  fame  Time  in  which 
the  Flowing  and  Ebbing  of  the  Sea 
happens,  and  that  the  Waters  of  the 
Ocean  and  the  ambient  Air  are  fluid 
Bodies,  they  are  in  a  great  Meafure 
fubjeCt  to  the  fame  Laws  of  Moti¬ 
on  5  from  hence  it’s  clear,  that  the 
Axiom  of  the  great  Philofopher 
(a)  takes  Place  here,  viz.  That  all 
Natural  Effects  of  the  fame  Kind  have 
the  fame  Caufes. 

I  will  by  and  by  account  for  the 
Difference  between  the  known  Pow¬ 
er  of  the  Air,  and  that  which  the 
Water  wants.  It’s  evident  that  as 
the  Sea  fwells  and  rifes,  fo  the  ambi¬ 
ent  Air  twice  in  25  Hours  is  raifed 
to  a  very  confiderable  Height,  from 
the  Attraction  of  the  Moon  coming 
to  the  Meridian  5  fo  that  inftead  of 


(a)  Princip.  p.  402. 
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a  f pherical  Figure,  it  becomes  fphe- 
roidal ,  whofe  longed  Diameter  ex¬ 
tended  would  pafs  thro’  the  Moon. 
The  fame  Swelling  of  the  Air  does 
neceflarily  follow,as  often  as  the  Sun 
comes  to  the  Meridian  of  any  Place, 
either  above  or  below  the  Horizon  j 
but  it’s  greated  of  all  at  new  and 
full  Moon,  from  the  conjunct  Pow¬ 
er  of  both  the  Planets.  It’s  the  lead 
“when  the  Moon  is  but  half  Full,  for 
then  the  Planets  draw  each  a  contra¬ 
ry  Wayj  the  only  Difference  of  Pow¬ 
er  by  which  the  one  exceeds  the  o- 
ther,  caufes  this  EffeCt.  Ladiy,  its 
mean  or  middling,  during  the  Time 
between  the  dimiditated  Orbs  of 
the  Moon,  and  the  new  and  full 
Moon. 

Befides,  the  Air  is  raifed  higher 
than  ordinary  about  the  two  Equi¬ 
noxes  ;  becaufe  when  the  Equinocti¬ 
al  Line  does  anfwer  that  Circle  of 
the  T erreftrial  Globe  over  againft 
it,  which  has  the  larged  Diameter, 

then 
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then  both  the  glorious  Luminaries 
while  they  are  in  that  Line  are  near¬ 
er  the  Earth,  befides  the  Agitation 
of  a  fpheroidal  Fluid  revolving  it 
felf  in  a  larger  Orb  becomes  great¬ 
er,  and  the  centrifugal  Power  arifing 
from  the  diurnal  Motion  •  of  the 
Earth,  has  in  that  Place  the  greateft 
EfteCL  Thefe  Caufes  will  gather 
more  Strength  from  the  new  and  full 
Moon  at  thefe  Seafons,  for  the  fame 
Reafon  5  but  there  will  be  the  leaft 
Attraction  about  the  dimidiated 
Orbs  of  the  Planet  in  thefe  Months, 
becaufe  the  Moon  is  then  in  its  great** 
eft  Declenfion  from  the  Equator.  To 
conclude,  the  various  Diftances  of 
the  Moon  in  its  Ferigceum  and  Apo- 
gatum  are  the  Caufe  that  thefe  Chan¬ 
ges  come  a  little  before  the  vernal 
Equinox,  but  follow  the  Autumnal. 

All  Things  happen  quite  contra¬ 
ry  when  the  two  Planets  ftay  in  thq 
folftitial  Circle. 


That  I  may  put  an  End  to  this,  in 
the  fame  Parallels  where  the  Decli¬ 
nation  of  the  Moon  is  towards  the 
Pole  of  the  Heaven  which  is  higheft 
elevated ,  the  Attraction  is  very 
ftrong,  when  Ihe  comes  to  the  Me¬ 
ridian  Point  of  that  Place  $  but  it’s 
very  little  when  Ihe  comes  to  the 
Meridian  of  the  oppofite  Place, which 
happens  quite  contrary  in  the  Paral¬ 
lels  over  againft  them  j  this  is  caufed 
by  the  fpheroidal  Figure  of  the 
Earth  and  the  Air. 

All  this  Difcourfe  is  founded  on 
yVeirWsDoCtrine  of  the  Flowing  and 
Ebbing  of  the  Sea  accomodated  to 
the  Air  5  neither  is  it  hard  to  under- 
ftand  from  what  has  been  faid,  the 
Neceffity  of  the  Phaenomena  of  the 
Winds  returning  at  certain  Seafons. 
The  next  Thing  therefore  we  have  to 
do  is,  to  (hew  how  high  then  the 
Waters  of  the  Ocean  arife  or  are  lift¬ 
ed  up  5  then  for  what  Caufe  the  Lu- 
natick  fwelling  of  the  Air  furpafles 

their 


their  Flowing,  that  from  thence  we 
may  the  better  underftand  how  great 
Power  it  has  to  difturb  the  Motions 
of  the  Animal  Machine. 

Newton  has  demonftrated  (a)  that 
the  Power  of  the  Sun  to  move  the  Sea 
has  that  Proportion  to  the  Center 
of  Gravity,  that  i  has  to  12868200 
Jet  this  be  it. 

S  :  G  : :  1  n.  Whence  S  —  — , 

n 

The  Power  Iikewife  of  the  Moon 
which  raifes  the  Sea,  is  in  Proporti¬ 
on  to  Gravity,  as  1  to  2031821. 
let  it  be  thus. 

L.  G  : :  1.  s.  Hence  L  —  — . 

s 


And  lince  the  centrifugal  Power 
of  the  Parts  of  the  Earth  which  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  diurnal  Motion,  is 


(a)  Frincip.  Lib .  3,  Fro p.  36* 


to  the  Center  of  Gravity,  as  i  to 
2pi.  let  it  be  thus. 

C.  G  : :  i.e.  Hence  C  =  ~ 

♦ 
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G.  G,  G. 

Hence-—  — 

n  s  e 

S  ■+  L.  G : : 
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The  fame  Fhilofopher  tells  us, 
that  the  centrifugal  Tower  under  the 
Equator,  raifes  the  Water  more  than 
about  the  Pole  85100  Feet:  fince 
then  that  Power  which  is  as  603 1 
doth  raife  this  Element  85260,  the 
joynt  Powers  of  the  Sun  and  the 
Aioon,  which  are  as  1,  will  raife  the 
fame  14  Feet, 

for  ^2 

OO^t 

.=  1 4  very  near. 
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It’s  alfo  granted,  that  the  Flowing 
and  Ebbing  of  the  Sea  is  in  coming 
and  going  back,  performed  with 
greater  Impetuofity,  the  eafier  the 
Waters  obey  the  attra&ive  Power. 
But  that  ingenious  Geometrician 
Edmund  HaU  has  proved,  that  (a) 
the  Region  of  the  Air  is  extended 
44  Miles,  but  the  middle  Altitude 
of  the  Water  of  the  Ocean,  does  not 
reach  above  half  a  Mile  ;  it’s  clear 
that  the  Space  poffdfed  by  the  aeri¬ 
al  Sphere  exceeds  the  Bulk  of  the  O- 
cean  100  Times,  tho’  the  whole 
Globe  of  the  Earth  were  covered 
with  Water. 

From  hence  proceeds  a  greater 
Agitation  in  the  larger  Orb  of  the 
fluid  Air  driven  about. 

Befides,  Rocks,  Shoals,  and  un¬ 
equal  Arms  and  Bays  of  the  Sea,  hin¬ 
der  theSea  in  itsFlowing  and  Ebbing; 
but  nothing  hinders  the  Elevation 

V*  .  .  . .  in  ■  1  ■  III  I  . . . .  |>  I 

(a)  Thilof  Tranfaff*  i8r. 
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of  the  Air  j  whofe  Subtility  and 
wonderful  Fluidity,  in  Comparifon 
of  the  Water,  makes  it  by  the  leaft 
Force  to  be  pulhed  any  W ay. 

Here  we  muft  obferve,  that  its  a 
conftant  Rule  in  all  Bodies  that  are 
attrafted ,  that  the  Powers  of  At¬ 
traction  are  in  a  reciprocal  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Squares  or  Square  Num¬ 
ber  of  their  Diftances  5  fo  the  Power 
of  the  Sun  and  Moon  is  much  ftrong- 
er,  and  makes  a  greater  Impreftion 
on  the  Air  than  on  the  Water,  be- 
caufe  of  the  Nearnefs  of  this  Element. 

But  the  elajliclt  Power  of  this  Ele¬ 
ment  is  ftill  the  more  to  be  confider- 
ed,  whofe  Nature  is  to  have  a  reci¬ 
procal  Proportion  to  the  Preffure  that 
lyes  upon  it ;  from  hence  it  follows, 
that  the  Weight  that  lies  upon  it 
being  diminilhed,  the  fubjefted  Ah 
prefently  mounts  a  great  Height. 

It  muft  be  granted,  that  by  De¬ 
grees  it  diminifhes ;  fo  that  beyond 
a  certain  Diftance  from  the  Earth  it 


is 
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is  very  little.  Notwithftanding,  this 
little  Change  produces  this  great 
EfleCt :  For  from  it,  it  proceeds,  that 
the  voluble  Matter  that  furrounds 
the  Globe  may  eafily  follow  the  at¬ 
tracting  Faculty. 

All  thefe  Things  and  fuch  like,  are 
the  Caufe  that  greater  Motions  are 
caufed  in  the  Air,  than  in  the  Sea  by 
the  fame  lunar  Power  5  neither  need 
we  trouble  our  felves  much,  about 
Ihewing  in  particular  at  what  Time 
the  Motions  happen.  It’s  fuflScient 
to  Ihew  that  they  are  univerfal,  and 
return  at  certain  Diftances  of  Time. 

Thefe  Things  being  fo,  it’s  eafy  to 
conjecture,  from  the  Flowing  and 
Ebbing  of  the  Sea,  the  violent  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Air,  as  it  were  flowing 
and  ebbing  3  we  fee  from  the  rifing 
of  the  Sea  to  14  Feet,  with  what 
great  Violence  the  Waves  come  to 
the  Shoar  5  therefore  the  Air  being 
elevated  perhaps  above  a  Mile,  muft 
needs  create  great  Winds,  unlefs 

fome 
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fome  other  Caufes  be  at  Hand  to 
hinder  them. 

N either  are  we  to  doubt  but  by  the 
wife  Counfel  of  the  Almighty  Cre¬ 
ator,  thefe  Fluxes  and  Refluxes  of 
both  the  Elements  are  created  to 
keep  them  from  Stagnations  and 
Corruptions*  which  would  be  noxious 
to  all  Animals,  which  by  this  Means 
are  prefer  ved. 

We  find  this  to  be  true  by  Expe¬ 
rience,  tho’  no  Body,  as  far  as  I  know, 
has  fhewed  the  Manner  5  but  thofe 
who  obferve  that,  in  clear  and  open 
Places,  thofe  that  are  ready  to  die 
recover  their  Health,  and  the  found¬ 
ed  in  moift  clofe  Places  grow  fick, 
need  look  no  further  for  the  Caufe. 

But  it  may  be  objected  to  what 
is  faid  5  if  the  above  fpoke  of  Phae¬ 
nomena  have  their  Origin  from 
the  above  mentioned  Caufes,  fince 
they  are  of  that  Nature  that  they  di- 
minifh  the  Weight  of  the  Air,  the 
Quick-filver  in  the  Barometer  efpe- 

cially 
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daily  at  the  full  and  new  Moon  muft 
needs  fall  to  a  certain  Term,  but  the 
Compilers  of  barometrical  Epheme¬ 
rides  obferve  the  Contrary. , 

.  Rariiazzjnus  was  the  firft  that  won- 
dr  ed  at  it,  and  thought  it  was  pro¬ 
bable  that  as  at  that  Time  there  are 
greater  Tides  in  the  Ocean  than  in 
the  reft  of  the  lunar  Month,  as  eve- 

J  1 

ry  Body  obferves,  becaufe  of  the 
Power  the  Moon  is  believed  to  have 
over  the  Sea  5  fo  alfo  in  the  Atmo- 
fphere  there  ought  to  be  fome  re¬ 
markable  Alteration  in  Gravity:  But 
in  Truth ,  fays  he,  there's  nothing 
worth  the  [peaking  of,  for  there’s  fcarce 
any  Difference ,  as  to  the  Mercury  be¬ 
tween  the  new  and  full  Moon,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Days  of  the  Month.  M 
But  this  Obje&ion  will  vamlh  if 
we  rightly  conftder  the  Gaufe  of  the 
riling  and  falling  of  the  Quick-lil- 
ver  in  the  Barometer,  invented  by 

(a)  Epbemerid,  Baromet,  Matin,  Ann .  1694.  P°  *9« 
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Torricellio.  Its  granted  that  it  has 
its  Origin  from  the  Winds,  which 
tho’  they  conftantly  follow  the  lu¬ 
nar  Adtion,  yet  it  cannot  come  to 
pafs  that  their  Effects  Ihould  be  the 
fame  in  every  Place,  fince  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  thefe  Caufes  is,  that  here  they 
deprefs,  there  at  the  fame  time  raife 
up  the  fufpended  Liquor.  The  Cy¬ 
linder  of  the  incumbent  Air  being 
fo  divided  and  enlarged  in  one 
Place,  whofe  Gravity  is  augmented 
in  another,  by  the  Acceffion  of  the 
condenfed  Air, 

From  thence  it  comes  to  pafs, 
that  no  certain  Obfervation  can  be 
made  of  this  Matter  5  for  in  windy 
Seafons  the  Height  of  the  Mercury 
changes  every  Hour,  as  the  afore- 
faid  Author  obferves  of  the  Equi¬ 
noxes  5  about  the  Mquinoxes,  (ays 
he,  (a)  are  very  great  Variations ,  e- 
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Specially  in  the  autumnal ,  the  Mercu¬ 
ry  afcending  and  descending  the  fame 
Bay  j ever  a  l  Lines ,  which  in  the  Sol - 
fiices  kept  the  fame  Height  it  did  the 
preceding  Bays. 

Befides  the  Winds  draw  their  O- 
rigin  from  other  Springs,  befides 
the  above  mentioned  Caufe  5  and 
thofe  fo  different  among  themfelves 
that  by  Reafon  of  the  Uncertainty 
of  Time  and  Place,  the  Effects  muft 
needs  be  fo,  that  they  blowing 
fometimes  contrary  and  fometimes 
obliquely  after  different  Manners, 
he  would  be  miftaken  who  fhould 
fum  up  one  Caufe  for  a 41. 

Thefe  following  are  the  princi¬ 
pal  Caufes,  which  raife  the  Winds 
that  have  no  orderly  Recourfe. 

Firft  of  all,  elaftick  Vapors  break¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth 
by  the  Force  of  fubterraneous  Fires, 
and  condenfed  from  any  Caufe  in 
the  Air. 

D  2  Second- 
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Secondly,  The  Concurfe  of  Ef¬ 
fluviums  from  various  Bodies  of  that 
Nature,  that  it  ftirs  up  Rarefacti¬ 
ons  and  fuch  Fermentations  as  we 
fee  by  Experience  to  be  caufed  by  a 
Mixture  of  Liquors,  made  by  Chy- 
mical  Preparations  5  that  fuch  Phe¬ 
nomena’s  do  often  fall  out  a  due 
Contemplation  of  Rivers  and  Me¬ 
teors  will  fufficiently  evince. 

Thirdly,  Mountains  belching  out 
Fire  and  Earthquakes,  which  extend 
the  Flux  of  the  Air  to  diftant  Re¬ 
gions. 


Fourthly,  The  Powers  of  Comets 
and  Planets,  which  do  varioufly  dif- 
turb  and  hinder  the  Influence  and 
Power  of  the  Sun  and  Moon. 

To  thefe  may  be  added,  the  con¬ 
flant  Caufe  of  the  Fleeting  and 
Fluxing  of  the  Air,  vi%>  The  Heat  of 
the  Suns  from  thefe  have  their  Origin, 
1  •  *•  -f-  the 
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the  conftant  and  ftationary  Winds 
which  blow  in  the  Sea  of  the  Torrid 
Zone,  or  that  which  lyes  between 
the  two  Tropicks,  as  Dr.  Mall  has 
ingenioufly  demonstrated  (a)  5  for 
it’s  moft  certain,  that  the  fame  Heat 
can  every  where  caufe  various  Mo¬ 
tions  of  the  Air- 

Moreover  we  are  certain,  that 
Tempefts  do  fometimes  difturb  the 
fuperior  Parts  of  the  Heavens,  when 
the  ambient  Air  next  the  Earth  is 
quiet  and  ferene ;  the  fame  happens 
often  to  the  Tops  of  Mountains 
when  its  calm  in  the  Valleys  5  fo  ma¬ 
ny  and  fo  great  Accidents  hinder 
the  Effects  which  follow  the  lunar 
A<5tion  from  keeping  every  where 
the  fame  Tenor  and  Order. 

Thefe  being  demonftrated,  the 
next  Thing  that  falls  under  our  Con* 
fideration  is,  to  fbew  from  what 

.  '  / 

(a)  Philof.  Tranfad.  N.  183. 

Caufes 
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Caufes  thofe  Motions  of  the  Air 
which  conffantly  fall  out  at  the  Flow¬ 
ing  of  the  Sea,  at  new  and  full 
Moon,  and  in  the  Equinoxes  do 
change  the  Fabrick  of  the  Animal 
Bodies ;  to  demonftrate  this  we 
mull  lay  down  the  following  Pofi- 
tions  as  certain. 

Firft,  all  Animals  that  breath  with¬ 
out  Difficulty,  and  at  their  Eafe  do 
need  Air  in  feme  Meafure  heavy  5 
for  the  fpirahle  Fluid  by  its  Weight 
is  forced  into  the  Pipes  of  the  Lungs. 
The  Gravity  of  the  ambient  Air  be¬ 
ing  undiminilhed  at  that  Time,  a 
lefler  Portion  of  it  than  ordinary 
will  be  drawn  into  the  Bread  j  which 
wanting  Strength  to  fubdue  the 
Blood,  and  to  promote  the  Power 
and  Force  with  which  it  flows  to 
the  left  Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  this 
Liquor  performs  its  Circulation  flow¬ 
er  *  whence  proceed  a  more  fparing 
Secretion  of  the  Fluid,  which  goes 
to  the  Nerves. 
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Befides,  the  Air  fit  for  Refpirati- 
on  ought  not  only  to  be  heavy,  but 
to  a  certain  Degree  be  endued 
with  an  elaftick  Vertue,  for  as 
it  by  the  Power  of  its  Weight 
rulhes  into  the  Afpera  Arteria  when 
the  Breath  is  drawn,  fo  when  it’s 
breathed  out  again  it’s  driven  out 
by  the  help  of  the  Mufcles  of  the 
Abdomen  into  the  utmoft  Branches 
of  this  Pipe,  where  getting  Liberty 
of  expanding  it  felf ,  the  incum¬ 
bent  Prefture  being  diminifhed,  the 
Elaftick.  Particles  ruih  every  Way 
into  the  Sides  of  the  VeficVs,  and 
by  this  means  the  little  Channels  of 
the  Blood  being  ftreightned,  they 
make  the  Vital  Fluid  fitter  for  Mo¬ 
tion.  Therefore,  whatfoever  Caufe 
changes  this  Faculty  of  the  Air 
necelTarily  difturbs  the  Motion  of 
the  animal  Fabrick. 

Thofe  who  climb  up  to  the  Top 
of  high  Mountains  find  a  Necefli ty 
of  thefe  Conditions,  for  there  they 

draw 
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draw  Breath  with  great  Difficulty, 
only  for  this  Reafon,  becaufe  the  Air 
there  is  too  pure  and  thin,  and  not 
ponderous  and  elaftick  enough,  and 
they  can  fcarce  draw  enough  to  fill 
and  move  the  Lungs. 

Laftly,  All  Liquors  in  Animal 
Bodies  contain  a  gentle  elaftick  Air, 
which  is  of  this  Nature,  that  being 
unfettered  it  exercifes  its  Power  on 
all  Parts ;  and  this  is  the  Caufe  of 

thofe  inteftine  Motions  which  we 

• 

obferve  in  the  Blood,  and  in  the  reft 
of  the  vital  Fluids  ;  whofe  force 
while  they  flow  in  their  Channels  is 
checked  by  the  Air  that  furrounds 
the  Superficies  of  the  Body.  This 
Prefliire  therefore  being  diminilhed 
the  internal  Air  has  Power  to  expand 
it  felf  in  Proportion  to  the  Weight 
that  is  taken  off  from  the  external  E- 
lement  5  from  hence  it  proceeds  that 
the  Humors  fermenting,  the  Bands 
and  Gohaefions  of  the  leaft  Particles; 
are  changed,  and  the  leaft  Chan¬ 
nels; 
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itiels  being  ftretched  above  Meafure 
are  fometimes  broke. 

This  happens  for  the  fame  Reafon 
as  when  the  Breath  is  drawn  from  an 
Animal  by  a  Wind  Pump  5  firft  of 
all  they  begin  to  be  Ihort  breathed, 
then  the  Air  being  drawn  out  by  De¬ 
grees  the  Body  fwells,theLungs  being 
fo  contra&ed  that  they  can  fcarce 
be  obferved  by  the  Difledtor  ( a ). 

Before  I  go  any  further  there  are 
two  Things  I  mull  advife  the  Rea¬ 
der  5  Firft,  that  the  moft  remarka¬ 
ble  Eftedt  of  the  abovementioned 
Caufes  appear  in  thofe  that  have 
weak  and  fickly  Bodies,  thofe  that 
have  ftronger  more  eafily  rejedfc  their 
Influences.  The  Evils  that  fall  on 
poor  Mortals  from  thefe  Caufes  does 
not  leflen  the  Praife  that  is  due  to 
the  great  Creator,  who  has  given 
thefe  Laws  of  Motion  to  the  Air  j 


(<j)  Vid.  Efperien&e  deff  Acidemia  del  Cimehto,  p. 

m.uj,  v 

E  for 
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for  he  has  excellently  provided  for 
all  Animals,  tho’  this  very  Care  by 
accident  may  fometimes  be  detri¬ 
mental  to  fome  few  in  particular. 
The  Situation  and  Diftance  of  the 
Sun  from  the  Earth  is  fo  difpofed, 
that  nothing  can  be  better  for  the 
Diffufion  of  Light  and  Heat  thro* 
the  whole  World,  notwithftanding 
the  too  great  Heat  in  fome  Coun¬ 
tries  are  noxious,  in  others  the  Cold 
is  too  great,  efpecially  for  weak  Bo¬ 
dies  in  Winter  $  in  every  Country 
the  Return  of  various  Seafons  create 
Diftempers  j  yet  all  will  grant  that 
Mankind  is  well  provided  for  5  be- 
fides;  as  for  the  above  related  Cafes, 
excellent  Helps  are  provided,  and  fo 
there  are  fo  many  Obftacles  oppofite 
to  thefe  Fluxes  of  the  Air  which  hin¬ 
der  its  Effect,  that  in  refpedt  to  the: 
Whole  it’s  to  be  looked  on  as  no¬ 
thing  in  comparifon  of  the  great  Be¬ 
nefit  and  Ufe  it  caufes  unto  the  whole 
W orld ,  and  to  all  the  Animals  it: 
nouriihes.  More-' 


C  27  ) 

Moreover,  it’s  to  be  confidered, 
that  the  reft  of  the  Stars  and  Planets 
have  every  one  their  Power  and  In¬ 
fluence,  which  tho  they  be  not  e- 
qual  to  the  Influence  of  the  Sun  and 
Moon,  they  confpire  notwithftand- 
ing  to  encreafe  or  leflen  their  Pow¬ 
ers  on  humane  Bodies,  and  this  Con- 
courfe  is  of  fo  great  Importance 
that  we  muft  refer  to  it  the  fudden 
and  hidden  Power  of  mod  Diftem- 
pers  in  all  Countries,  and  the  ™ 
of  Hippocrates  (a)  which  he  orders 
us  to  have  a  particular  Regard  to, 
than  the  State  of  the  ambient  Air 
proceeding  from  the  Influence  of 
the  Stars  and  Planets,  which  is  large¬ 
ly  difcourfed  of  elfewhere.  (b) 

For  this  Reafon  the  Dog-Star  was 
particularly  obferved  by  the  Anci¬ 
ents,  which  is  a  large  Star,  whofe 
Riling  is  regularly  when  the  Air  is 


(a)  Trognoftic*  I.  (b)  Account  of  Voifon$yJL$%y  S'* 

E  2  the 
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the  mod  heated  by  the  Sun  Beams 
( c ).  So  by  a  necelTary  Confequence 
all  Difeafes  that  proceed  from  too 
much  Heat,  mult  needs  be  encreaf- 
ed  $  and  harder  to  be  cured,  and 
thole  that  have  Feavers  are  then  in 
greateft  Danger. 


(c)  Hippocm.  De  Aere,  Loc.  &  Aq< 
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HAP. 


II. 


/nr1  H  E  S  E  being  fo  explain’d, 
_  we  mull  now  fee  and  ac¬ 
count  for  what  Actions  of  pur  Bo- 

j 

dies  are  chiefly  hurt  by  the  periodi¬ 
cal  Turgefcency  of  the  Liquors  in  its 
Channels ;  our  Opinion  lhall  be  con¬ 
firmed,  not  only  by  our  own  Ob¬ 
servations  ,  but  from  Examples 
brought  out  of  Phyficians  Books, 
and  indeed  we  may  fafely  believe 
Authors  relating  fuch  like  Hiftories, 
Since  there  is  no  Room  left  for  Opi¬ 
nions  which  often  corrupt  Narra¬ 
tives,  here’s  nothing  but  naked 
Truth  devefted  of  the  Reafonings 
of  Philofophers. 

The  Falling-ficknefs,  which  is  o- 
therwife  a  difficult  Diftemper,  in 
this  it  feems  wonderful  to  the  Phyfi¬ 
cians 
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cians,  that  it  has  its  Recourfe  every 
new  and  full  Moon,  regit  inquit  Ga¬ 
lenus  (a)  Luna  in  Epilepticis  Perio¬ 
dos  $  therefore  thofe  that  are  trou¬ 
bled  with  this  Diftemper,  are  called 
by  Greek  Authors  ^mxno)  (b),  and 
in  the  New  Teftament  (c)  Ssawi 
(jt.ivoi)  and  by  Latin  Authors,  Luna¬ 
tici  (d).  T,  Bartholin  faw  (e)  a 
Girl  troubled  with  the  Falling-fick- 
nefs  who  had  Spots  in  her  Face, 
which  varied  in  Greatnefs  and  Co¬ 
lour,  according  to  the  various  Pha- 
fes  of  the  Moon.  So  great  a  Com¬ 
merce  and  Correspondence ,  fays  ne, 
there  is  between  ours  and  the  Celefiial 
Bodies , 

Dr.  A.  Pitcairn  gave  me  an  Ac¬ 
count  how  he  vifited  a  Man  about 
30  Years  old,  of  a  Bender  Habit  of 


(a')  De  Diebus  Critic .  lib.  3.  (V)  Alexand. 

Traliian.  lib.  1.  cap.  if.  (c)  Matth.  c.  17.  v.  if, 

(d)  Apuleim  de  Virtutibus  Herbar.  C.  9.  6c  6f, 

(e)  Hifior .  Anatom .  Centur ,  2 .  H*  72. 

Body, 
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Body,  inclining  to  Melancholy,  who 
about  Nine  Years  ago,  after  a  large 
Flax  of  Blood  from  his  Noftrils,  on 
a  fudden  he  complained  of  an  Hu¬ 
mour  afcending  from  his  Right- 
Hand  to  the  Top  of  his  Arm  5  then 
he  was  deprived  of  his  Senfes,  and 
fell  down  upon  the  Ground  5  but 
by  and  by  coming  to  himfelf  again, 
that  Hand  was  fo  numb  that  he 
could  not  move  a  Finger  5  but  his 
right  Arm,  againft  his  will,  for  four 
Minutes  was  violently  tolfed  too 
and  again,  he  lofing  at  the  fame 
Time  the  Ufe  of  his  Tongue  :  from 
the  fir  ft  Time  it  fiezed  on  him,  e- 
very  Year  this  Diftemper  returned 
in  a  certain  Order  in  the  Months  of 
May  and  September ,  vi%.  at  the  ver¬ 
nal  and  autumnal  Equinox  at  the  new 
Moon $  but  for  the  following  Cir- 
cumftances  this  Cafe  is  remarkable. 

Fir  ft.  The  Paroxyfm  was  oftner 
in  the  Night  than  in  the  Day. 

Second - 
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Secondly ,  It  never  feized  on  his 
Feet,  or  the  left  Arm. 

Thirdly ,  The  Numbnefs  that  feiz: 
ed  on  him  after  the  firft  Time  never 
took  away  his  Senfes,  for  he  could 
either  walk  or  ride. 

Fourthly ,  The  Humor  running 
thro*  his  Hand  he  can  move  his  Fin¬ 
gers,  but  when  it  feizes  on  his  Arm 
he  lofes  all  Senfe  there  and  in  his 
Fingers  5  now  and  then  it  feizes  on 
the  Right  Part  of  his  Head,  and  pro¬ 
duces  violent  Motions  of  the  Arm 
for  3  or  4  Minutes. 

Fifthly ,  At  thefe  Seafons  of  the 
Year  when  the  Difeafe  comes,  the 
Numbnefs  returns  fometimes  twice 
or  thrice  in  an  Hour,  fometimes  on¬ 
ly  once  in  2  or  3  Days. 

Sixthly ,  The  Ufe  of  hot  Bathing 
heightens  the  Difeafe,  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing 
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lowing  Paroxyfms  were  more  fe- 
vere. 

.  » 

Seventhly ,  About  the  Time  the 
Diftemper  is  ready  to  feize  him,  his 
Memory  fails  him  very  much. 

This  excellent  Phyfician  gives  an 
Account  of  feveral  Women  of  his 
Acquaintance,  who  according  to 
the  Motion  of  the  Moon,  had  Epi- 
leptical  Symptoms,  efpecially  Wo¬ 
men  with  Child  ;  and  thofe  that 
fooner  than  ordinary  had  given  o« 
ver  bearing  of  Children,  and  Want¬ 
ed  their  monthly  Evacuations.  Thefe 
fometimes  in  their  Sleep  and  forne» 
times  by  Day  have  fuch  Paroxyfms. 

He  tells  how  he  cured  two  young 
Girls,  whom  the  Moon  caufed  to 
have  epileptical  Fits  with  ridiculous 
Motions,  like  thofe  that  are  trou¬ 
bled  with  the  Dance  of  St.  Vitus : 
The  Geftures  were  uncertain,  and 
like  one  dancing,  they  (poke  very 
‘  '  F  low, 
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low,  efpecially  when  the  Fit  was 
ftrong.  Thofe  Phyficians  who  did 
not  obferve  its  monthly  Circt,  .tiori, 
in  vain  attempted  a  Cure  by  the 
Ufe  of  the  Medicaments  prefcribed 
by  Dr.  Sidenham ,  in  his  Schedula. 

Monitoria. 

Not  long  ago  I  found  in  a  young 
Boy,  troubled,  with  this  Difeafe,  a 
wonderful!  and  uncommon  Influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Moon.  He  was  about 
a  Year  Old,  and  had  ftrange  Con- 
Vulfions  5  fo  that  he  was  lookt  on 
as  one  that  could  not  efcape  with 
Life  $  with  great  Difficulty  at  Jafl 
the  Diftemper  was  vanquifhed ;  but 
after  fome  Days,  at  full  Moon,  it 
feized  on  him  again,  with  greater 
Violence,  the  Fits  keeping  the  Peri¬ 
ods  of  that  Planet  fo  exa&ly,  that 
they  aflailed  him  every  flowing  Tide, 
his  Voice  was  low,  and  his  Senfes 
were  taken  away  when  the  Sea  flow¬ 
ed,  but  at  the  Ebb  he  came  to  him- 
fell  again.  His  Father  obfcrved 

this, 
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this,  for  he  dwelt  on  the  Banks  of 
the  Thames,  and  is  the  Matter  of  a 
Tighter;  for  which  Reafon  he  dili¬ 
gently  obferved  the  Tide.  The% 
Periods  were  fo  conftant,  that  the 
Father  often  rofe  to  go  about  his 
Affairs,  being  called  upon  by  his 
Son,  after  the  Fit  was  over,  he 
knowing  it  then  to  be  Ebbing  Tide. 
He  continued  in  this  Condition  14 
Days,  p/g.  till  the  new  Moon,  at 
which  Time  the  drawing  Plaifter 
which  ( according  to  my  Cuftom  in 
the  like  Cafe  I  often  ufe, )  I  had  ap~ 
plyed  to  the  hinder  Part  of  his  Head 
had  drawn  off  the  Scurf  of  a  dry 
Scab,  upon  which  a  Serous  and 
clear  Humor  fuddenly  flowed  out 
in  great  Quantity.  This  unexpefted 
Eruption  gave  him  great  Eafe.  I 
did  what  I  could  to  perfuade  his 
Parents  to  keep  it  open,  and  to  let 
it  flow  for  a  long  Time,  but  they 
growing  weary  of  the  Fatigue,  it 
grew  up_,  the  Cataplafms  being  laid 

F  2  aikle ; 
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afide }  but  he  being  purged  three  or 
four  Times,  about  the  new  and  full! 
Moon  with  Mercurius  dulcis  and I 
fuch  like  Medicines,  and  an  Iffue: 
made  in  his  left  Arm,  for  his  Friends 
would  not  let  me  make  any  in  the: 
Nape  of  his  Neck,  on  the  higliefb 
Vertebra,  tho’  it  would  have  much 
conduced  to  the  Boy's  Health ;  how¬ 
ever,  by  the  above  mentioned  Me¬ 
thod  the  Patient  was  freed  from  the: 
Recourfe  of  all  ill  Symptoms,  and 
grew  up  a  lufty  jolly  Youth. 

It  may  be  juftly  thought,  that 
the  Ignorance  of  the  Caufes  is  the 
Reafon  that  in  the  vaft  Volumes  that 
are  writ  of  Phyfick,  we  have  no 
fuch  Relations  as  thefe  j  but  when  a 
Brief  Inquiry  lhall  be  made  into 
them,  then  Notice  will  be  taken  of 
them,  for  there  are  many  Examples 
of  fuch  like  Sympathys. 

There’s  one  Thing  I  would  have 
obferved,  that  the  mad  Fitts  of  the 
Lunaticks  which  return  with  the 

Courfe 
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Courfe  of  the  Moon,  have  alfo 
joyned  with  them  Symptoms  of  the 
Falling-ficknefs,  which  the  moft 
Learned  Dr.  Tyfon,  Phyfician  to  Bed¬ 
lam,  averred  to  me  he  found  by 
daily  Experience,  who  therefore  cal¬ 
led  fuch  Patients  Epileptical  Mad 
Men. 

The  Matter  being  fo,  it’s  not  to 
be  wondred  at  that  fome  of  the  An¬ 
cients  (a)  (as  Aretceus aflerts )  whol¬ 
ly  attributed  this  Diftemper  to  the 
Moon,  being  of  Opinion,  that  it 
was  fent  for  a  Punifhment  of  flagiti¬ 
ous  Crimes,  and  therefore  they  cal¬ 
led  it  Sacred. 

Galen  fays,  (b)  a  Vertigo  is  near 
a  Kin  to  the  Falling-ficknefs,  for  this 
Reafon  Cteliws  Aurelianus  (c)  writes, 
that  it  was  called  anciently,  a  little 

4.i.Wiwi«iiiiii«»^— mmmmm — mmm — — n  i  n ntf)  —  ■  ■  n  ■■  —  i  4 

(a)  Aret.  Capad.  de  Diuturn.  Morb.  lib.  I.  cap.  4. 

(b)  In  Aphor.  Hippocr.  Comment .  3.  Apb.  17. 

(c)  De  Morb .  Chron.  lib.  1.  cap.  a. 


Epilep- 
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Epilepfy  ;  in  this  both  the  Difeafes 
agree  that  they  keep  lunar  Periods 
for  the  mo  ft  Part.  Many  Cafes  ob- 
ferved  by  Dr-  Pitcairn  confirm  this. 

Hyfterical  Fitts  have  alfo  a  near 
Relation  to  the  Epilepfy  5  and  he 
performs  the  Cure  beft  who  diligent¬ 
ly  obferves  their  Periods.  Dr.  Pit¬ 
cairn  gave  me  an  Account  of  a 
young  married  Woman  of  his  Ac¬ 
quaintance  ,  red  haired ,  and  fat , 
whofe  Menftruums  did  not  flow  c- 
nough.  fhe  for  four  Years  pa  ft  com¬ 
plained  of  a  troublefom  Compejfion 
on  the  Top  of  her  Head,  a  cold 
Humor  falling  down  to  her  very 
Shoulders,  with  a  grievous  Vertigo 
and  Strangulation  of  the  Gorge  dr 
gullet  Pipe.  She  vomited  a  fharp 
Flegm,  had  great  Pain  in  her  Breaft, 
and  Cheft  of  her  Body }  and  when 
fhe  rofe  in  the  Morning  fhe  had  a 
great  Difficulty  of  Breathing.  Thefe 
Diftempers  return  in  a  conftant  Or¬ 
der,  at  the  new  and  full  Moon. 

Charles 
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Charles  Pifo,  (a)  a  diligent  Col» 
le&or  of  the  Hiftory  of  Difeafes, 
gives  an  Account  of  the  Diftemper 
of  a  Lady,  whofe  left  Cheek,  with 
a  Part  of  her  Neck,  evidently  fuel¬ 
led  at  the  new  Moon,  which  made 
her  afraid  of  being  fuffocated  j  and 
he  tells  of  a  Girl  (b)  that  he  faw, 
“who  all  the  Spring  long,  about  the 
full  Moon,  was  fo  afflicted  with  fuch 
ftubborn  hyfterical  Symptoms,  that 
they  lafted  a  whole  Quarter  of  the 
Moon  ;  for  when  fhe  was  cruelly 
fhaken  the  firft  Day,  by  the  Flowing 
and  Ebbing  of  the  Diftemper,  two 
Days  after  an  ^avS'ia,  ancj[  deep  Sleep 
feized  her  $  the  reft  of  the  Quarter 
fhe  cryed  out,  trifled  and  fell  into  a 
Delirium,  and  afterwards  could  not 
fleep. 

Phyficians  do  often  obferve  peri¬ 
odical  Palfies  :  Pifo  (c)  gives  an  Ac- 


(a )  De  Morbis  a  ferofd  Collwvie.  Obf.  27. 

(b)  Obf.  28.  (c)  Obf  16. 
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count  of  an  ancient  Man  that  was 
opprefTed  with  a  Drowfinefs  with 
great  Wearinefs  5  befides,  he  had  a 
Refolution  of  the  Nerves,  and  a 
Numbnefs,  his  Memory  failed  him, 
and  he  had  a  Sort  of  Madnefs  with 
a  Fever,  at  the  new  Moon  for  two 
Years  together  $  but  the  Symptoms 
at  laft  grew  milder,  and  by  degrees 
he  felt  little,  in  refpedfc  of  what  he 
had  found  at  firft. 

Nicholas  Tulpius,  a  Man  of  great 
Candor  and  Sharpnefs  of  Judgment, 
gives  (a)  us  a  famous  Example  of 
a  Trembling  of  the  Body,  that  had 
its  Flowing  and  Ebbing,  and  grie- 
voufly  afflidted  for  three  Years  a 
Virgin  that  was  very  pale,  and  of  a 
phlegmatick  Conftitution  ;  the  op- 
preffive  Fitt  lafted  about  two  Hours, 
Ihe  was  then  hoarfe,  and  fpoke  with 
a  very  low  Voice.  The  Order  of 

®S=35Saa fcniwjmwi  i  ill  — W  - - , - a  -mr-wmi--  -  - _  ^ 
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(a)  Obferv.  Medic,  lib.  i.  cap.  12. 
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its  Circulation  and  Recourfe,  agreed 
exactly  fometimes  with  the  Motion  of 
the  Sea ,  fometimes  of  the  Moon  and 
Sun  (fays  he) ;  for  as  they  varied,  fo 
the  Fit  came  on,  quicker  or  flower. 

The  Ancients  all  agreed,  that  the 
Moon  had  a  great  Influence  on  the 
Womens  Monthly  Purgations, which 
without  doubt  would  always  have 
the  fame  Period  in  all  Women,  if 
the  Difference  of  Temper,  Diet,  and 
Method  of  Living  did  not  hinder. 
Ifs  certain,  that  in  thofe  Countries 
that  are  fituated  near  the  /Equator 
( where  the  Action  of  the  Moon  is 
ffronger  )  they  have  thofe  Purgati¬ 
ons  more  plentiful,  then  in  thofe 
that  are  nearer  the  Foies,  where  the 
Activity  of  the  Moon  is  weaker. 
Hippocrates  (a)  obferved  this  as  to 
thofe  Women  that  Jive  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Climates, and  attributed  to  this 


(a)  De  Aere,  Locis ,  &  Aql 
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the  Barrennefs  of  the  Scythian  Wo» 
men. 

This  happening  fo  to  Women,  in 
relation  to  their  Purgations  5  it  is 
not  to  be  wondred  at,  if  Men  have 
fometimes  their  Periodical Heemorrha- 
gies  5  for  as  there  is  a  greater  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Blood,  configuring  the  Bulk, 
in  Women,  than  in  Men,  it’s  the 
Caufe  that  at  certain  Intervalls  it 
flows  out  of  the  Body  by  peculiar 
Iffues,  efpecially  when  the  internal 
Aura  has  the  more  liberty  of  expand¬ 
ing  it  felf,  by  the  diminilhing  of 
the  Prefifure  of  the  ambient  Air.  So 
in  the  Males,  efpecially  thofe  of 
weaker  Conftitutions,  and  lefs  firm 
Contexture  of  the  Fibras,  if  the  Vef- 
fels  be  fwelled  up  with  too  great  a 
Plethora ,  they  muft  needs  break,  e- 
fpecially  at  thofe  Times  when  the 
external  Air  does  lefs  hinder  their 
Diftention. 

The 
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The  laft  Year  a  young  Gentleman 
of  a  weak  Confutation,  but  as  to 
the  reft  in  good  Health,  vifked  me  5 
who  for  half  a  Year  paft  had  always, 
at  the  new  Moon,  a  Spitting  of 
Blood,  which  continued  four  or  five 
Days :  This  Flux  ceafed  by  degrees, 
and  he  found  it  at  the  feveral  Peri¬ 
ods  greater,  when  by  Excefs  of  eat¬ 
ing  or  drinking  his  Veins  were  ful? 
ler,  and  lefs  when  he  was  more  tem¬ 
perate. 

The  Cafe  of  Dr.  Pitcairn  is  very 
remarkable,  both  in  relation  to  the 
Diftemper,  and  the  Events  which 
followed  it.  He  when  he  was  in 
Scotland ,  in  the  Country  not  far 
from  Edinburgh ,  in  the  Year  1687, 
in  the  Month  of  February ,  the  Sky 
being  more  clear  than  ordinary,  and 
the  Sun  very  red,  juft  at  the  Change 
of  the  Moon,  had  without  any  ma» 
nifeft  Caufe  a  fudden  Flux  of  Blood 
from  his  Noftrils,which  was  preceded 
by  a  great  Weaknefs  5  the  Day  after 
1  G  2  return» 
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returning  into  the  City,  he  found 
that  at  that  very  Hour  ( which  wai 
9  a  Clock  in  the  Morning)  that  the 
Quicksilver  in  the  Barometer  wa: 
lower  than  ever  he,  or  Dr.  Gregory 
in  whofe  Houfe  he  lodged,  had  e- 
ever  obferved  it  to  be  before  5  anc 
that  at  the  fame  Time,  Dr.  Cockbun 
Profeffor  of  Philofophy,  dyed  of  £ 
fudden  Eruption  of  Blood  from  th< 
Lungs  j  and  he  found  that  five  oi 
fix  of  his  Patients  at  that  very  Mo- 
ment  of  Time,  were  attacked  witl 
different  Profusions  of  Humours. 

The  Collections  of  the  Royal  So 
ciety,  gives  us  two  Examples  oi 
this  Matter.  The  famous  Dr.  Muf 
grave  relates  one  in  this  Manner  (a) 
A  certain  Man  from  his  Infancy, 
"till  the  Twenty  fourth  Year  of  hi; 
Age,  had  always  every  full  Moon  £ 

flux  of  Blood  from  his  left  Thumb ; 

•’  ■ 


(a)  Vhilof  Tran  fuel.  Numb.  272. 


(  45  ) 

at  firft  only  four  Ounces,  but  after  he 
was  fixteen  years  Old  it  flowed  half 
a  Pound  j  which  when  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  flop  by  fearing  the  Part 
with  a  hot  Iron,  he  fell  into  a  grie¬ 
vous  Hcemoptoe  or  Blood  fpitting  j 
out  of  which  by  often  letting  Blood 
he  with  great  Difficulty  recovered. 
A  Ihort  Account  of  the  other  Exam¬ 
ple  is  thus  {a).  An  Irijh  Inn-keeper 
from  his  Forty  third  Year  of  his  Age,1 
to  the  Fifty  fifth,  had  an  Effufion  of 
Blood  from  the  fore  Finger  of  his 
Right-hand,  which  had  its  certain 
Periods  every  Month,  flowing  a- 
bout  4  Pound  ;  which  when  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  flop  by  Art,  he  had 
a  mo  ft  grievous  Pain  in  his  Arm. 
But  it  had  not  fo  exa<ft  a  Correfpon- 
dence  in  its  Periods  with  the  Moti¬ 
on  of  the  Mooif  as  the  former,  be- 
caufe  of  his  irregular  eating  and 


(a)  Thilof*  Tranfaft*  Numb.  171. 
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drinking,and  the  great  Lofs  ofBloodj 
but  this  is  very  remarkable,  that  at 
Eafier  Tide,  vi%.  the  firft  full  Moon 
after  the  vernal  -Equinox,  the  Blood 
firft  began  to  flow,  which  Seafon  of 
the  Year,  as  I  have  fhewed  above, 
is  proper  for  thefe  Diftempers. 

But  here  we  muft  consider  well, 
of  what  SanRorius  a  principal  Man 
for  this  Sort  of  Learning  affirms, 
he  found  by  the  Experiment  of  his 
weighing  Chair .  The  bodies  of  Men 
( fays  he )  that  are  Sound ,  and  ufe 
moderate  Dyet,  do  every  Month  grow 
more  ponderous,  by  one  or  two  Pound 
Weight ,  and  return  to  the  ordinary 
Weight  again  about  the  End  of  the 
Month ,  like  Women.  The  Crifis  be~ 
ing  perform'd  by  more  plentiful ,  but 
troubled  Vrine.  From  whence  it  ne- 
eeffarily  follows,  tha*t  the  very  ftrong- 
eft  Complexions  are  every  Month 
fubjedted  to  thofe  Diftempers  which 
proceed  from  Repletion  5  and  that 
at  thofe  Times  they  are  in  great- 
!  :  -  ■  eft 
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eft  Danger,  when  the  ambient  Air 
repells  the  diftended  Veffels  with 
the  lighted:  Weight :  And  finally, 
fince  the  new  and  full  Moon  are  of 
equal  Power,  thefe  Sort  of  Diftem- 
pers  fometimes  reign  in  the  One, 
fometimes  in  the  Other,  as  the  Bo¬ 
dy  happens  to  be  more  fitted  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Influence,  and  the  Plenty 
of  the  Humors  is  more  fitted  for 
this  than  that  Period  of  the  Planet. 

The  Diftemper  of  Women  called 
the  Whites»  is  very  common,  and 
difficult  to  cure  5  Dr.  Pitcairn  ob- 
ferved  this  to  continue  four  Years, 
and  at  the  new  Moon  it  kept  its 
periodical  Couffe  for  Eight  Days. 

Ulcers  are  fubjed  to  various  Ac¬ 
cidents,  and  yet  they  have  their  pe¬ 
riodical  Recourfe  of  Humors,  G. 
Baglivius  (a)  tells  us  of  a  learned 
ingenious  .young  Man,  who  was 


(«)  De  Experiment,  circa  Sanguinem,  p,  fti.  242: 
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tormented  with  a  Stercoratious  Fiftu- 
la  in  the  Colon,  near  the  Region  of 
the  Liver  5  and  that  at  the  new 
Moon  great  Plenty  of  Excrements 
flowed  from  the  Ulcer,  which  decreaf 
ed  as  the  Moon  did.  The  Patient 
was  fo  accuftomed  to  it,  that  he: 
certainly  knew  the  Quarters  and  Pe¬ 
riods  of  the  Moon,  by  the  leflfer  or 
greater  Quantity  of  the  Excrements 
that  flowed  from  the  Fiftula. 

This  brings  to  my  Mind  the  Mif* 
fortune  of  a  young  Man  that  catch- 
ed  a  Misfortune  by  meddling  with 
an  unfound  Woman  5  firft  of  all, 
he  had  a  great  Pain  in  his  Back, 
with  a  Heavinefs  in  nis  Thighs  for  4 
Days,  then  a  flanking  Ulcer  in  his 
Gians  5  in  feven  Days  time  the  Flux 
ceafed  of  it  felf,  but  at  the  new 
Moon  it  returned,  and  continued  fo 
feveral  Months,  till  he  was  cured  by 
proper  Medicines. 

The  Pains  in  the  Reins  have  the 
fame  periodical  Returns ,  Nicholas 

Tul- 
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Tulpius  (a)  defcribes  the  Diftemper 
of  Henry  Ainfmrtb,  an  Englifh  Mi- 
nifter  at  Amfterdam,  who  had  a  Sup- 
preffion  of  Urine  every  full  Moon, 
with  great  Pain  and  a  prodigious 
Heat  all  over  his  Body,  till  the  4th 
Day,  and  he  could  not  make  Water 
till  the  Moon  decreafed,  or  he  was 
let  Blood  in  the  Arm ;  and  he  adds, 
that  he  obferved  at  the  fame  Time  a 
periodical  Pilling  of  the  Hair,  re¬ 
turning  regularly  every  fourteen 
Days,  with  very  great  Difficulty  of 
making  Water  5  and  his  whole  Bo¬ 
dy  was  in  fuch  an  Agony,  that  he 
could  fcarce  keep  his  Chamber. 

I  lately  infpe&ed  the  dilTe&ed  Bo; 
dy  of  a  Boy  of  five  Years  old,  whofe 
Death  was  caufed  by  Pains  in  the 
Reins,  accompanied  with  great  Vo¬ 
miting  and  Loofenefs.  The  Reins 
and  the  Ureters  were  filled  with 


(a)  -  Qbfirvat.  Lib,  z,  cap.  43. 
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a  gravelly  Master,  which  was  here 
ana  there  concreted  in  various 

i  ‘  I 

Forms.  The  Foundation  of  the  Dif 
temper  was  a  clear  watry  Humor, 
which  by  degrees  growing  milky, 
was  turned  into  little  Chtiftalls 
which  coagulating  together  grew 
hard  and  ftony.  Dr.  Groenvelt  a 
Phyfician,  very  converfant  in  this 
Sort  of  Learning,  aflured  me,  that 
he  had  often  vifited  this  poor  Crea* 
cure,  apd  obferved  that  at  full 
Moon  he  was  extreamly  affii&ed, 
who  was  fometimes  a  little  ealed  by 
the  voiding  of  forne  fmall  Stone 
thro’  the  urinary  Palfage. 

Difficulty  of  Breathing  has  its 
monthly  Periods,  as  Helmontius  a 
Man  of  a  lharp  Witt,  obferved  by 
Experience.  The  Fit ,  fays  he,  (a) 
of  the  Afthma  was  more  fevere ,  ana 
fuch  Seafons  and  Stations  of  the  Moon 


(a)  Afihm.  &  Tujff.  Seff.  2  z 
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which  he  prefagtd.  J.  Floyerus  a 
learned  knighted  Phyfician,  who  in 
'writing  the  Hiftory  of  this  Diftern* 
per  has  outdone  all  5  He  k)t\  ob^ 
ferved  (a)  that  thefe  Difficulties  and 
Pains  returned  for  the  moft  Part,  in 
the  Space  of  14  Days,  and  agree 
with  the  Periods  of  the  Moon. 

Kerckiingius,  a  Man  famous  for 
Learning  and  Study,  relates  an  unu- 
fual  and  rare  Example  of  the  lunar 
Influence:  he  fays,  he  knew  (b)  a 
French  Matron,  who  was  round 
faced  at  full  Moon,  and  was  very 
beautiful  5  but  at  the  Wane  of  the 
Moon,  her  Eyes,  Nofe,  and  Face 
were  turned  on  one  Side  5  fo  that  (he 
would  not  go  abroad,  becaufe  of 
the  great  Deformity,  till  the  Moon 
changing  again,  ffie  by  little  and 
little  came  to  her  full  Moon  and  for¬ 
mer  Beauty.  Let  no  man  wonder 

-V  -  .  /" 
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(a)  Treatife  of  tie  Afthma,  pag.  17.  (b)  Ob- 
fir'v.  Anatom .  92. 
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at  this,  fince  its  confirmed  by  what 
is  commonly  obferved  in  Shell-filh, 
and  many  other  Sorts  of  Animals : 
for  Lucilius ,  a  learned  Poet  (a) 

f*  ,  -  r  •  ' 

lings, 

Luna  alit  Oftrea,  iff  implet  Echinos , 
Muribu  fibras. 

Et  Pe  cui  addit  - - - • 

And  after  him  Manilius  (b)  5 

d  d  „  ■» 

r  ,  «  ‘it- 

■j  ,  -  ■  * .  »  •  •  *  #  ■  * 

Sic  fubmerfa  fretis  Concharum  iff 
C arcere  claufa 

Ad  Lunae.  Motum  variant  Animalia 
-  Corpus.  ...  \ 

» 

< 
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The  Learning  about  the  Crifis  in 
acute  Difeafes,  is  a  Matter  of  a  ve¬ 
ry  high  and  difficult  Difquifition, 
It  will  be  worth  our  while  therefore, 
to  make  a  ftri&er  Inquiry  into  it. 


(a)  Apud  AuL  Gellium 3  lib,  2Q0  cap.  8* 
(k)  Aftrmwic ,  lib,  2C 
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The  Ancients  put  a  great  Strefs  up¬ 
on  the  Obfervation  of  Critical  Days , 
and  according  to  them,  dift jnguiflj* 
ed  the  Times  of  the  Feaversj  but 
this  is  looked  on  as  frivolous  and  to 
be  laughed  at  by  the  Generality  of 
Phyficians$  and  that  for  twoCapfes 
as  far  as  I  can  conjecture. 

Firft ,  The  Obfervations  of  thefe 
critical  Days  were  firft  made  in  the 
oriental  and  hot  Countries  5  and 
when  they  were  obferved  in  the 
northern  and  cold  Countries,  they 
found  they  failed,  by  reafon  of  the 
Difference  of  the  Climate. 

Belides,  the  Art  of  Phyfick  at  firft 
confifted  of  very  few  Medicines  j 
neither  was  it  the  Cuftom  in  Feavers 
to  make  Ufe  of  any  other  Medicines 
than  to  break  the  Force  and  Vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Diftemper  by  a  (lender 
Diet  5  fo  that  they  were  only  as  it 
were  Servants  of  Nature,  which 
tfiey  followed  as  their  Guide :  They 

(  -  <  .  1  “  1  • 
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diligently  applyed  themfelves  to  the 
Confideration  of  the  various  Moti¬ 
ons  of  the  Humors  in  the  Body5  but 
when  they  broke  out  into  an  Emu¬ 
lation  one  of  another,  and  fell  into 
different  Methods  of  Curing,  and 
began  to  a<5f  rather  according  to 
Opinion  than  to  the  Documents 
drawn  from  Nature,  all  the  Pre¬ 
cepts  were  laid  afide  which  depend¬ 
ed  on  the  ancient  Way  of  Curing, 
efpecially  when  they  faw  that  the 
Fatieiits  were  afflicted  in  divers 
Manners,  and  that  it  was  uncertain 
what  Sort  of  PainsTiad  their  Origin 
from  the  Difeafe,  and  what  Pains 
were  created  by  ill  adminiftred  Me* 
dicines. 


Therefore,  that  we  may  the  bet¬ 
ter  attain  to  the  Knowledge  on  what 
Foundation  the  ancient  Phyficians 
built  their  Fabrick,  and  to  what 
Rule  he  mu  ft  fquare  his  Obfcrvati- 
ons,  that  would  imitate  them,  we 
will  fet  forne  Things  before  the  Rea¬ 
ders 
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ders  Eyes,  in  Order  to  clear  up  the 
Matter  the  better. 

Firft  of  all  it’s  to  be  confidered, 
that  every  Epidemical  Difeafe  has  its 
orderly  Time  for  Increafing,  Con- 
fifteney,  and  Decreafing?  and  thofe 
Laws  are  fo  conftant  and  perpetual, 
that  thofe  that  have  Accedes  of  con-» 
tinual  Feavers,  and  thofe  that  have 
intermitting  Feavers, have  them  both 
the  fame  Meafure  of  Time,  counting 
according  to  the  Paroxyfms  or  Fitts 
of  the  intermitting,  and  the  conti¬ 
nued  Number  of  Days  of  that  which 
never  intermits. 

This  Dr-  Sydenham,  a  Man  very 
diligent  in  tracing  the  Hiftories  of 
Difeafes  found  to  be  true,  only  by 
Experience  $  who  obferved  that  for 
this  Reafon  (a)  the  Autumnal  Quar¬ 
tans  continued  fix  Months ;  for  if 
the  Numbers  of  the  recurrent  Ac- 


(a)  De  Morb »  Acut »  p*  m# 

ce/fions 


.(  55  ) 

cefliom  be  rightly  call  up  during 
that  Time,  they  amount  to  33  6 
Hours,  or  14  Days,  which  is  the 
Term  or  End  of  the  continual  Fea- 
vers  of  that  Seafon. 

The  Obfervation  of  Galen  (a) 
is  the  fame,  viz-  That  therefore  an 
exquifite  Tertian  has  feven  periodical 
Circuits,  becaufe  a  regular  and  con¬ 
tinual  Feaver  ceafes  within  the  fe- 
venth  Day,  becaufe  every  Parox- 
yfm  makes  up  a  Day }  fo  that 
each  Feaver,  tho’  they  be  unequal 
in  other  Circumftances,  they  are  e- 
qual  as  to  the  Duration  of  Time  in 
humane  Bodies. 

The  Reafon  why  this  happens  is 
this,  viz. 

Secondly ,  In  thofe  Diftempers  the 
Blood  is  fermented,  neither  doth  it 
cool  till  the  Particks  caufing  the 


(b)  Comment,  in  Afhor.  Hippocr,  lib.  4  Aph. 
&  de  Crijib .  lib.  z .  c.  6» 
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Diftemper  be  caft  out  by  the 
Organs  of  Secretion  or  Separation, 
according  as  the  Humor  is  prepared 
and  fitted  to  them. 

Thirdly,  That  as  the  Liquors  that 
do  ferment  are  purified  and  cleanf- 
ed  in  their  own  proper  Time,  fo 
the  vital  Fluid  has  its  proper  Space 
of  Time,  in  which  its  purified  from 
the  Ferment. 

9 

Fourthly,  It’s  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  Symptoms  conjoyned  to  this  £/» 
fervefcency  of  the  Blood,  do  not  al¬ 
ways  perform  their  Courfe  in  the 
fame  Tenor  3  but  from  hence  it 
proceeds,  that  efpecially  on  certain 
Days  the  Difeafe  difcovers  fuch  ma- 
nifeft  Signs  of  it  felf,  that  it’s  no 
hard  Matter  to  make  a  Conjecture 
of  the  good  or  bad  Ifliie  of  the 
Sicknefs. 

The 
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The  Nature  of  Feavers  being  ex* 
aCtly  known,  the  Ancients  called 
thofe  Days,  on  which  the  Patients  ei¬ 
ther  died  or  recovered.  Critical ,  or 
Decretory  $  but  thofe  Days  on  which 
they  obferved  Signs  of  Hope  or  Dan¬ 
ger,  they  called  the  Prognofticators 
or  Signs  of  the  Crifis. 

And  hitherto  this  Science  was  not 
conjectural,  but  when  ill  Reafon- 
ings  came  to  be  joyned  to  thefe 
good  ObYervations,  they  filled  the 
Qiieflionfuilof  great  Doubts-  Hip - 
pocrates  was  ignorant  of  the  Caufe 
of  this  Nature;  of  acute  Difeafes, 
that  the  Patient  recovered  his  Health 
on  the  Seventh,  Fourteenth,  ox.  Twen¬ 
ty  fir  ft  Day.  The  School  of  Pytho- 
goras  was  the  molt  eminent  in  thofe 
Days,  whofe  greateft  Science  was 
placed  in  Harmony,  and  the  ab- 
ftrufe  Myftenes  of  Numbers  ;  odd 
Numbers  were  accounted  more  effi¬ 
cacious  than  even,  but  the  chief 
Power  was  attributed  to  the  Seventh. 

The 
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The  Divine  old  Dr.  did  fo  precifely 
follow  the  Opinions  of  the  Philofo- 
pher,  that  he  feared  a  Relapfe,  if 
the  Feaver  ceafed  on  an  even  Day 
(a) ,  and  then  unlefs  that  it  ceafed  on 
the  7th,  he  expected  the  14th  or 
2 1  ft  Day ;  for  fays  he,  The  Number 
7  is  of  great  Efficacy  both  in  Sickrief- 
fes  and  in  Births  (b). 

But  fince  it’s  certain,  that  Fea- 
vers  often  ceafe  on  the  Sixth  and  the 
Eighth,  without  any  Danger  of  a 
Relapfe,  Afclepiades  reje&xd  thofe 
Reafons  as  vain  and  frivolous,  (c) 
and  Celfus  juftly  paffed  this  Sentence 
on  them.  The  famous  Pythagorical 
Numbers  deceived  the  Ancients. 

This  Error  being  obferved,  Galen 
made  a  much  better  Difquifition  in 
this  Matter,  and  was  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Accejfes  and  Crifes  of  Feavers 

had  not  their  Origin  from  the  Effi- 
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cacy  of  Days,  but  from  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  the  Moon,  which  rules 
Terreftrial  Things,  and  furpafles 
the  other  Planets  and  Stars,  not  fo 
much  by  her  Power,  as  by  her  Near- 
nefs  or  Vicinity  to  them  (a). 

Therefore,  acute  Diftempers,  if 
we  will  follow  Galen  s  Authority, 
have  their  Circulations  in  the  Space 
of  feven  Days,  in  which  they  have 
their  Accefs  and  Declinations  from 
the  Courfe  of  the  Moon,  which  in 
every  Week  when  fhe  is  new,  half 
Full,  or  Full,  has  her  greatefl:  In¬ 
fluences  (b). 

From  this  it’s  clear,  that  Galen 
obferved  right  the  Caufe  that  chang¬ 
ed  the  Paroxyfms  or  Fitts  of  Feavers  5 
but  he  did  not  know  the  Manner  how 
this  Effect  was  produced.  The  Sum 
of  the  Matter  is  this, 


(a)  De  Dieb .  Deer et or.  lib. 
W  Rieh,  Decretory  lib.  3* 
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The  Crifis  is  the  Expulfion  of  the 
Matter,  that  creates  the  Diftemper, 
thro’  the  Pores  of  the  Body,  which 
is  leflened  and  digefted  by  little  and 
little,  ’till  it  can  go  thro’  the  Pores 
and  Channels  of  the  Glandules ,  thro’ 
which  it’s  expelled.  Therefore,  as 
the  Dijfolution  of  a  Fever  is  moft 
perfected  by  Sweats  (firft  becaufe 
the  fubcutaneous  Glandules  void  more 
of  the  Liquors.  Secondly,  only  a 
thin  and  well  concodbed  Humor  cari 
pafs  thro’  their  narrow  Channels  5 ) 
So  a  flux  of  Blood  finilhes  it  with 
the  greateft  Danger ;  for  it  fliews 
that  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper  is 
fuch,  that  the  Blood  cannot  be  pu- 
rifyed  or  defecated  by  none  of  the 
Paflages  of  the  Body,  which  there¬ 
fore  by  its  Efferve [cency  breaks  the 
Channels.  The  Abfceffes  got  in  thofe 
Parts  keep  the  Mean  thro’  which  thick 
and  tenacious  Juices  are  purged  out. 


It’s 
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It’s  certain  therefore,  that  if  the 
Time  fall  upon  the  new  or  full 
Moon,  in  which  the  noxious  Hu-* 
mor  is  expelled  from  the  cooling 
Blood,  or  that  the  little  Channels 
extreamly  extended  by  the  feverifh 
Heat,  do  threaten  a  Profufion,  the 
Crifis  of  the  Diftemper  is  by  fa  much 
the  eafier  and  fuller,  becaufe  the 
ambient  Air  has  then  lefler  Force  on 
the  Superficies  of  the  Body,  and  does 
not  fo  violently  reprefs  the  Motion 
of  the  Fluids.  Hence  it  fometimes 
happens  that  the  Diftolution  of  the 
Fever  for  the  various  Reafons  of 
this  Caufe,  is  fometimes  perform’d 
to  Day,  when  according  to  the  Cu- 
ftom  and  ordinary  Courfe  of  the 
Diftemper,  it  ought  to  be  perform¬ 
ed  to  Morrow  5  or  on  the  contrary, 
may  be  deferred  till  to  Morrow,  which 
might  be  hoped  for  to  Day,  When 
the  Motion  of  Nature  may  be  ac¬ 
celerated  by  the  Power  of  the  Moon 
and  the  weaker  than  ordinary  Ma~ 
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chine  ftands  in  need  of  it,  fome- 
times  to  remove  the  Obftacle  of 
the  Air.  Therefore  as  Galen  has 
obferved,  the  Diftemper  may  be 
diflblved,  fometimes  on  the  Sixth , 
and  fometimes  on  the  Eighth  Day, 
which  in  moft  falls  on  the  SV- 
yentb.  " 

Therefore,  if  we  would  rightly 
weigh  the  Force  of  the  lunar  Power 
in  thofe  Cafes,  we  mud  diligently 
obferve  the  Time  that  the  Diftem¬ 
per  feized  on  the  Patient  5  after¬ 
wards  its  Nature,  and  know  exa&ly 
by  what  Sort  of  Secretion  Nature 
endeavours  to  perform  the  Cure, 
and  to  have  a  fpecial  Care  of  dis¬ 
turbing  the  Humors,  efpecially  near 
the  End  of  the  Diftemper  5  and  di¬ 
ligently  to  weigh  the  Strength  of 
the  Patient.  He  that  obferves  thefe 
Rules,  without  Doubt  will  find  by 
Experience,  that  not  only  the  new 
and  full  Moon,  but  its  Accefs  to 
the  Zenith  and  the  Nadir  has  a 

great 
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great  Force  of  changing  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Machine, 

The  Obfervation  of  Monfieur 
Pafchal  of  the  Birth  and  Death  of 
Animals,  and  the  Accefies  of  Difea- 
fes,  fully  proves  our  Aflertion,  and 
doth  almoft  give  us  ocular  Demon- 
ftration  of  it  (a)  5  for  he  divides  the 
Nv%dri/MfQV  or  the  Day  and  the  Night 
into  four  Sixes.  The  three  Hours 
preceding  the  Moon’s  coming  full 
South  with  the  3  Hours  that  follow, 
make  up  the  firft  Senary  5  the  fecond  is 
made  up  of  the  fix  fubfequent  Hours. 
The  third  and  fourth  Senary  confifts 
of  the  Parts  of  the  Day  only :  From 
hence  he  drew  the  following  Obfer¬ 
vation,  that  no  Animal  is  born  or 
dies  in  the  firft  fenarious  Fluxes ,  as 
he  calls  them  5  but  that  all  Births 
arid  Deaths  fall  on  the  fecond  and 
fourth  fenarious  Reflux  :  and  he  fur- 


(a)  Vhilof*  Trmfatt*  Numb.  202. 
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ther  obferves,  that  intermitting  Fe2 
vers  have  their  greateft  Paroxyfms 
or  Fitts  in  the  Time  of  the  Flux, 
and  that  they  ceafe  in  the  Time  of 
the  Reflux  by  fweating  5  from  hence 
he  gathers,  that  the  Motion,  Vigour 
and  Force  of  Diftempers  are  chiefly 
in  the  Senary  of  the  Flux,  on  the  con¬ 
trary  in  the  Senary  of  the  Refluxxbty 
are  diflolved. 

Therefore  Ariftotle  has  made  £ 
true  Obfervation,  which  he  has  left 
to  Pofterity,  that  no  Animal  expires 

but  in  the  Ebb  (a). 

■\  '■  ■  '  .  - 
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NOW  we  muft  pafs  to  the 
Ufe  that  may  he  drawn  from 
this  Difquifition,  which  would  not 
be  fmall,  if  we  looked  no  further 
than  the  Predictions  of  the  Accejfes 
and  Events  in  Difeafes ;  which  gain 
the  Phyfician  Honour  and  RcfpeCt, 
and  raifes  the  Patients  Hopes  and 
Confidence;  but  we  fhall  draw  great¬ 
er  Advantages  from  it,  and  I  fhall 
fhew  that  the  Cure  of  Diftempers  is 
promoted  from  thefe  Reafonings. 
I’ll  firft  Treat  in  General,  afterwards 
in  particular. 

I  look  upon  it  as  granted  by  all, 
that  all  Diftempers  whofe  Circulati¬ 
ons  correfpond  to  the  lunar  Periods 
are  caufed  by  Repletions,  for  fince 
the  lunar  Aflions  caufes  this  EfteCt 
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by  the  Diftention  of  the  Veffels,  its 
clear,  that  it  only  increafes  the  Ful- 
nels  or  Plentitude-,  which  whether 
we  attribute  it  to  the  Weight  and  Bulk 
of  the  Fluids,  ot  to  their  Turge jcency 
comes  all  to  one. 

Therefore,  in  all  Diftempers  that 
have  their  Recourfe ,  once  or  twice 
every  Month,  which  acquire  Strength 
from  the  Influence  of  the  Moon, 
Evacuation  will  be  of  great  Ufe  5 
which  if  it  do  not  cure,  at  leaft  it 
will  eafe  the  Patient. 

But  becaufe  in  this  Remedy  we 
are  firft  to  confider  of  what  Sort  or 
Kind  the  Diftemper  is,  and  the  Me¬ 
thod  and  Time  of  Evacuation  3  fome 
Precepts  are  to  be  obferved  in  the 
Condud:  of  the  whole  Matter. 

Therefore  we  are  to  obferve  di¬ 
ligently,  firft  of  all,  whether  the 
Caufe  of  the  Diftemper  lye  in  the 
Arteries,  or  whether  it  be  transfer¬ 
red  into  any  principal  Part  of  the 
£ody,  by  the  Fault  of  the  Liquors, 
■"  • '  . '  K  2  which 
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which  are  derived  from  the  Blood. 
In  the  fird  Cafe,  Blood-letting  is  to 
be  made  Ufe  of  5  in  the  latter,  pro¬ 
per  Medicaments. 

Befides,  fince  we  fee  by  Experi¬ 
ence,  that  the  morbifick  Matter  is 
moil  fafely  evacuated  by  the  Ways 
and  Padages  that  Nature  (hews,  we 
mull  diligently  obferve  the  fponta- 
neous  Evacuations  of  the  Diftem- 


per,  and  by  what  Paflages  they  are 
vented. 

Then  the  fitted  Time  for  this  E- 
vacuation  is  to  be  obferved,  which 
in  mod  Cafes  is  a  little  before  the 
Accefs  of  the  Didemper  5  for  by 
this  Means  the  Fit  is  leffened,  and 
the  turgefcent  Matter  is  more  eafily 
and  more  plentifully  evacuated. 

But  of  thefe  we  (hall  be  able  to 
form  a  better  Judgment,  if  we  dis¬ 
patch  in  a  few  Words  fome  Things 
I  have  mentioned  above,  relating 
to  the  Cure  of  Difeafes  fpoke  of 
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I  will  begin  with  the  Falling-fick- 

nefs  5  which  Diftemper  is  hard  to  be 
cured  in  thofe  that  are  grown  up  to 
Man’s  Eftate,but  more  eafy  in  young 
Children  5  and  f  it  appears  from  the 
Cafe  I  have  related,  how  much  a - 
mong  the  many  Methods  of  Evacu¬ 
ation,  that  of  the  ferous  Matter  from 
the  Head,  by  a  veficatory  Plaifter 
laid  to  the  hinder  Part  of  the  Head 
does  prevail,  which  confirms  what 
Panarolus  aflerts,  that  he  cured  a 
Boy  of  feven  Years  old,  that  was 
dumb,  and  foolifh,  and  fubjeft  to 
the  Falling-ficknefs,  by  applying  a 
Veficatory  to  the  Coronal  Suture  (a). 
This  approves  the  Council  of  Cel- 
fus  (b ),  who  advifes  the  Cutting  of 
the  hinder  Part  of  the  Head,  and 
Cupping  and  Scarifying  it,  and  par» 
ticularly  in  two  Places  on  the  high- 
eft  Vertebra  of  the  Neck  j  that  by 


(a)  Obferv.  Medic.  Ventecofl,  4.  Obf.  go* 
Lik  g*  Cup.  2g* 
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this  Means  the  pernicious  Humor 
(c)  may  flow  out  $  for  thefe  Sort 
of  Difeafes  generally  feize  the  Brain, 
which  as  in  Children,  it  has  its  Rife 
from  Fulnefs,  and  the  flow  Inactivi¬ 
ty  of  the  Blood,  for  Want  of  Exer- 
cife  and  free  Breathing  5  fo  in  thofe 
that  are  more  advanced  in  Years,  it 
often  proceeds  from  Humors  falling 
from  above,  and  fudden  Frights. 
If  any  Thing  can  poflibly  cure  this 
grievous  Diftemper,  and  correct  the 
Fault  of  the  Fluids,  we  may  hope 
for  it  either  from  true  or  factitious 
Cinnabar,  or  from  the  Root  of  wild 
Valerian,  pulverized  before  it  {hoot 
out  its  Stalk,  being  often  taken  5  I 
have  found  by  experience  a  good 
EffeCt  of  both.  Of  the  Virtues  of 
the  laft,  I  would  advife  Panarolus  to 
.  be  carefully  read  (a)  j  and  Fabius 
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(a)  Ofrferv.  Tentec.  i.  Obf.  3?» 
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Columna  (a),  a  learned  Author  and 
an  excellent  Botanijl. 

The  Vertigo  yields  to  thefe  Reme¬ 
dies  ;  but  the  Patient  muft  be  forne- 
times  vomited,  and  drawing  Plai- 
fters  laid  to  the  Head  or  Neck,  to 
make  the  peccant  Humor  flow  out. 
This  is  a  Diftemper  of  the  Eyes,  and 
it  proceeds  from  the  too  great  Ex-' 
tenfion  of  the  little  Arteries,  as  is 
clear  from  Bellinuss  Theory  5  there¬ 
fore  it  s  no  Wonder  if  it  corre- 
fpond  to  the  lunar  Circulations. 

Neither  is  the  Cure  of  Hyfterical 
Fitts  much  unlike  the  former,  only 
the  Patient  muft  not  be  let  Blood,  and 
feldom  purged  3  Vomiting  is  better 
about  the  Time  that  the  Fitt  is  fear¬ 
ed,  but  if  it  have  already  feized  the 
Patient,  then  Pills  made  of  Gum  Am- 
moniacum ,  (linking  Caftoreum ,  and 
Salt  of  Amber ,  and  fuch  like  Medi- 


(a)  Tbpoiaf.  p,  120, 
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tints  ,  which  refrelh  the  Spirits 
perform  the  Cure  5  but  in  thefc 
Cafes  the  Medicine  muft  be  fitter  to 
the  Womens  Method  of  living,  and 
chiefly  to  the  Aftedtions  of  their 
Minds. 

Therefore  the  Palfy  has  fome- 
times  its  monthly  Periods  and  Re- 
courfes,  becaufe  this  Diftemper  for 
the  moft  Part,  begins  from  the 
Head,  the  ferous  Humor  being  dri¬ 
ven  out  of  the  Channels ;  which  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Variety  of  Places  on 
which  it  falls,  brings  a'  Resolution  of 
the  Nerves,  on  this  or  that  Part  $ 
from  hence  it  proceeds,  that  the  Dif¬ 
temper  often  follows  an  Apoplexy, 
fometimes  both,  and  fometimes  on¬ 
ly  one  fide  of  the  Body  being  afi- 
fedted  with  the  Diftemper  5  but  if 
the  Weaknefs  proceed  from  the 
Nerves  that  are  extrinfically  hurt, 
or  from  internal  Tumors,  it  has  no 
certain  Circulation  or  Periods. 
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It?s  very  good  for  the  Patient  af¬ 
ter  the  Evacuation  of  the  redundant 
Phlegm  to  purge  with  Medicines, 
which  extenuate  cold  and  vifcous 
Humors,  fuch  as  are  the  Roots  of 
Clowns-rape  or  Radifb ,  Wild  Valeri - 
an,  Muflard  feed,  and  fuch  like:  fre¬ 
quent  Bathing  in  very  cold  Water  is 
very  good,  if  Strength  and  Age  per¬ 
mit  it  :  This  Medicine  has  not  the 
fame  EfFedt  on  old  and  young,  it 
contradis  the  relaxated  little  Fibres , 
and  moves  the  Ur  in  j  which  both 
are  good  for  this  Diftemper. 

For  this  Reafon  the  Ancients,  as 
Celius  Aurelianus  ( a )  relates,  order¬ 
ed  fuch  Patients  either  to  fwim  in 
the  Sea,  or  to  place  the  afFedted 
Parts  under  the  Water  falling  from 
on  high,  becaufe  the  Sea- Water  is 
heavier  than  the  Frelh,  and  fwifc 

,:V  •  -  ••  ?■■■-• 
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(a)  Chronic,  lib,  z,  cap.  i. 
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running  Water  is  colder  than  Wa¬ 
ter  that  ftagnates. 

As  to  the  Defers  that  happen  in 
Womens  monthly  Purgations,  it’s 
ferioully  to  be  weighed,  that  as 
for  the  moil  Part  the  too  great  Pro¬ 
fusion  fprings  from  the  Acrimony  of 
the  Blood  ,  fo  the  retarding  and 
flopping  of  the  Menftruous  Blood 
very  often  proceeds  from  its  Slug- 
gilhnefs.  The  Suppreflion  of  this 
Flux  is  feldom  attributed  to  the 
Smallnefs  of  the  Humor.  The 
wife  Creator  of  all  Things,  has  fo 
well  provided  for  the  Purgation, 
that  is  fo  neceffary  for  the  Health 
of  every  Woman  in  particular,  and 
the  Propagation  of  humane  Kind. 
Therefore,  as  in  the  immoderate  Flux 
the  Seafon  is  ftridtly  to  be  confider- 
ed,  in  which  we  have  obferved  that 
the  fervent  Humor  eafily  breaks  its 
Channels,  that  at  that  Time  the 
Courfe  of  the  Matter  may  be  a- 
verted  by  Blood-letting,  far  from 
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the  Place  where  it  breaks  out:  So 
as  often  as  the  Stoppage  of  the  Pur¬ 
gation  makes  Blood-letting  necefia- 
ry,  the  Caution  of  Lindanus  is  to  be 
obferved ,  which  is  highly  com¬ 
mended  by  Etmullerus  (<*),  and  ve¬ 
ry  ingenioufly  explained  by  the  moft 
learned  Dr.  Friend  (b).  Nowfince 
the  Cortex  Peruvianus,  commonly 
called,  the  Jefuits  Bark,,  does  moft 
efficacioufly  reprefs  the  Effervefcency 
of  the  artenous  Liquor  which  diftends 
the  Veftels  j  it  will  be  of  great  Ufe 
when  too  great  an  Effufion  is  fear¬ 
ed,  to  ufe  often  the  Bark,  fome 
Days  before  the  Accefs. 

The  fame  Method  is.  to  be  obfer¬ 
ved  in  all  other  Hemorrhagies  that 
have  their  Recourfe  at  certain  Inter¬ 
vals  :  Help  muft  be  drawn  from 
thofe  Medicines  that  reprefs  the  too 


(a)  Tom.  2.  p.  1017.  Edit,  ult* 

(b)  Emmenology .  p.  103. 
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much  diftended  Fibres,  among  the 
which,  the  Chief  is,  that  concreted 
Juice,  falfly  called,  Terra  Japonica, 
which  by  many  Experiments  I  have 
found  to'  be  effectual  j  efpecially  in 
the  voiding  of  Blood,  which  pro-; 
ceeds  from  the  Lungs. 

But  it’s  neceflary  that  I  Ihould  ad- 
vife  here,  that  the  Power  of  the 
Moon  is  fo  great  in  fuch  like  Cafes, 
that,  the  Blood  which  comes  from 
one  Part  being .  fupprefled,  it  flows 
out  at  another  breaking  the  utter- 
nioft  Channels  5  this  happened  to 
the  young  Gentleman  (a)  mentio¬ 
ned  above  5  for  when  the  Medica¬ 
ments  I  have  commended  above,  re- 
prelfed  the  Spitting  of  Blood  from 
the  Lungs  every  Month,  he  at  the 
fame  Time  bled  at  his  Nofe  without 
any  Danger,  the  principal  Part  be¬ 
ing  cured. 

•  >.  *  t 


(a)  Tug. 
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The  fame  happens  to  Four- foots’ 
ed-Beafts.  fome  of  which  have  their 
Purgation  for  the  moft  Part,  at  the 
new  Moon,  efpecially  Mares  and 
Apes  5  and  that  fo  conftantly,  that 
Orus  Apollo  (a)  tells  us,  that  the 
^Egyptians  did  not  only  paint  the 
Baboon  or  Cynocephalus  for  the  Moons 
hecaufe  of  a  menjiruous  Correfpondence 
this  Animal  has  with  the  new  Moont 
but  they  kept  Apes  in  their  Temple s, 
that  from  them  they  might  dij cover  the 
Time  of  the  Conjunction  of  the  Sun 
and  the  Moon.  .So  all  Animals  /hew 
the  Power  of  the  lunar  Influence, 
provided  an  equal  and  conflant  diet 
be  preferved,  by  which  the  Body  is 
fitted  to  receive  the  Influence. 

He  that  underftands  this,  will  ea- 
fily  difcover  how  neceflarily  the 
white  Flux  keeps  its  monthly  Circu¬ 
lations,  efpecially  if  this  Humor 


4 

(a)  Hierogljp.  j.  Germ  de  Simiis. 
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flow  from  the  uterine  V eflels  5  for 
fometimes  it  flows  from  them,  fome- 
times  from  the  Glandules  that  com- 
pofe  the  Vagina  :  in  the  fir  ft  Cafe, 
when  the  Women  have  their  Months 
it  ceafes,  but  in  the  latter  it  flows, 
even  during  •  the  Menftruums,  and 
when  the  Woman  is  with  Child. 

The  fame  Obfervation  may  be 
made  of  Ulcers,  from  which  Cor¬ 
ruption  continually  flows,  that  the 
fame  Caufes  create  a  larger  Efliifi- 
on,  efpecially  in  thofe  Parts,  which 
are  more  laxe,  and  the  Texture  of 
the  Body  is  more  yielding ,  and 
makes  little  Refiftance  againft  the 
Diftention  of  the  fmall  Channels : 
So  that  thofe  that  are  wounded  in 
the  Head,  are  in  great  Danger  at 
new  and  full  Moon. 

In  the  Cure  of  Nephritic^  Pains, 
Blood-letting  at  firft  is  very  necef- 
fary,  and  it  will  be  of  great  Advan¬ 
tage  to  .thofe  who  are  afflicted  with 
this  Diftemper,  to  obferve  in  what 

Intervals 
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Intervalls  the  Paroxyfms  have  their 
Recourfe,  and  at  what  Time  they 
are  in  the  greateft  Danger,  and  then 
to  evacuate  the  Veflels  5  for  it’s  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  Compreflion  of  the 
narrow  Paffages  in  the  Reins,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  Fullnefs  of  the  fmall 
Arteries  encreafe  this  Diftemper, 
which  no  doubt,  is  (till  more  height- 
ned  from  the  new  and  full  Moon. 

Therefore,  I  cannot  but  fome- 
times  admire  to  fee  the  Wri¬ 
ters  of  Phyfical  Hiftories,  to  be 
wholly  taken  up  with  Precipitating 
(  as  they  are  pleafed  to  phrafe  it ) 
the  fmall  Gravel  into  the  little  uenal 
Tubes ,  when  I  have  difcerne'd  from 
the  Dilfe&ion  of  Bodies,  as  I  have 
related  above,  that  the  firft  Matter 
of  the  Gravel  is  a  moft  clear  Serum 
in  the  Caruncles,  thro’  which  the  U- 
rine  diftills.  Now,  that  this  Serum 
may  petrify,  none  will  doubt,  who 
considers  the  attra<5Hve  Powers  of 
fluid  Salts,  and  the  Effects  of  Mo¬ 
tion 
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tion  hindered  in  very  narrow  Chan® 
nels  5  from  hence  it  proceeds,  that 
the  Ufe  of  Mercurius  dulcis ,  avails 
more  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Dif- 
eafe,  than  all  the  Medicaments  that 
move  Urine.  The  Obffrudtions  of 
the  little  Veffels  being  opened,  and 
the  Cohefion  of  Salt  Humors,  which 
often  follow  their  Oppilations,  be¬ 
ing  hindred. 

Since  the  lunar  Power  doth  af¬ 
flict,  feveral  Ways,  thofe  that  have 
Difficulty  of  breathing  5  Firft,  be- 
caufe  a  lefler  Portion  of  the  Air  is 
drawn  into  the  Lungs ;  Secondly, 
becaufe  of  the  greater  Extenfion  of 
the  Veffels  of  the  Blood  :  the  Cure 
muff  be  begun  by  Phlebotomy ,  gen¬ 
tle  Vomits ,  making  the  feces  of  the 
Belly  foluble ,  and  fometimes  by 
purging  5  but  a  particular  Care 
muff  be  had,  about  the  Time  of  the 
impending  Difeafe,  that  the  Pati¬ 
ent  abffain  from  all  Things  that  ffir 
up  the  Fervour  and  Fury  of  the 
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Blood,  for  they  have  a  little  Reaver] 
which  is  dangerous  to  encreafe  by 
hot  Meats  or  Medicaments,  and  there*’ 
for c  Hippocrates  advifes  thofe  that  are 
afflicted  with  this  Diftemper,  to  ab- 
ttain  from  Anger  and  Shouting  (a)- 
and  Helmont  has  obferved,  that  (b) 
the  Afthmatical  have  worfe  and  more 
frequent  Fitts  in  Summer  than  in 
Winter :  for  this  Reafon,  befides  what 
I  have  already  given,  thofe  Medica¬ 
ments  are  of  great  Ufe,  which  at  once 
both  cool  or  refrigerate  the  Humors, 
and  expell  Urine  5  fuch  as  Vinegar  in 
which  Squills  have  been  infufed,  the 
acid  Spirit  of  Niter ,  or  Sal  Amnioni- 
acum ,  Water  fated  with  the  Smoak 
of  Sulphur,  which  the  Chymifts  call 
Gas  Sulphuris ,  and  many  other  fuch 
like  Things,  which  the,  ever  to  be 
praifed  Dr.  Floyer  has  muttered  up. 

The  Cure  of  Fevers  requires  great 
Diligence,  and  a  (harp  Judgment  in 
the  Phyfician :  it’s  performed  efpeci- 

(a)  Epdem  lib,  6.  fe<$t  4.  ( b )  Afihm .  &  T ujjl 
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ally  by  Evacuations,  the  Blood  be¬ 
ing  extreamly  hot;  but  purging  is 
feldom  ufed,  becaufe  it  difturbs  the 
Motion  of  the  Humors,  by  which 
Nature  endeavours  to  purify  and  de¬ 
fecate  Blood.  While  the  Difeafe  is  in 
its  Confiftency,  fpare  Diet  mull  ra¬ 
ther  be  ufed  than  Medicaments ;  but 
when  the  Diftemper  begins  to  de¬ 
cline,  the  Strength  of  the  Patient  mud 
be  reftored  by  little  and  little,  that 
the  remaining  Matter  may  be  expel¬ 
led  by  the  Ways  that  Nature  indicates. 

The  Antients  have  given  us  ufeful 
Precepts  upon  thefe  Matters.  The 
Theory  of  BeUinits  has  given  us  an 
Account  of  the  Ufe  and  Reafon  of 
them.  But  he  only  will  know  to  ac¬ 
commodate  Medicaments,  in  any 
Time  of  the  Diftemper,  who  rightly 
underftands  the  Faculties  and  Powers 
of  his  Medicaments,  and  thro’  how 
great  a  Neceffity  the  Humors  of  va¬ 
rious  Kinds  are  derived,  thro’  thefe 
or  thofe  Parts. 

FINIS, 
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COROLLARY. 

SINC  E  in  the  firft  Sheets  of  this 
Book  we  have  explained,  that 
the  Motions  of  the  Heavens  caufe 
the  Recourfe  of  Difeafes,  and  are 
able  to  raife  the  Winds, whofe  various 
Force  we  percieve,  as  various  Caufes 
confpire  with  them,  to  move  the  Air$ 
it  will  be  worth  our  while,  in  a  few 
Words,  to  declare  how  much  the 
Nature  of  Things  confirms  thefe 
Reafons. 

There  happened  fomcMonths  ago^ 
the  laft  Year,  on  the  2d  of  November, 
a  grievous  Storm  a  little  before  Mid¬ 
night,  ali  People  admiring  the  Fury 
of  it,  which  lafted  above  fix  Hours. 
It’s  not  my  Bufinefs,  neither  have  I 
Leafure  to  make  a  Hiftory  ot  it,  and 
relate  the  Caufes  of  that  wonderful 
Event.  I  will  not  undertake  to  med- 
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die  with  it,  fince  the  moft  Ingenious 
Dr.  Hall  has  undertaken  it ;  but  I 
will  flightly  touch  upon  what  con~ 
cenis  the  Matter  in  Hand. 

The  Moon  at  that  Time  was  in 
,  her  Perigczum,  and  the  new  Moon 
was  at  hand.  It’s  already  demon- 
ftrated,  that  for  both  thefe  Reafons 
the  Air  is  carried  aloft,  and  that  the 
Winds  increafe,  and  from  hence  it 
proceeded,  that  the  Flowing  of  the 
Sea  was  extraordinary,  and  that  the 
Quick-filver,  at  leaft  in  many  Places, 
was  then  higher  than  ordinary. 

Other  Caufes  without  doubt,  be- 
fides  thofe  that  are  mentioned  above, 
(p  22.)  concurr’d  with  thefe.  It’s 
impoflible  to  know  them  all,  but  it 
may  be  the  Subject  of  a  curious  Dif- 
quifition,  to  confider  how  much  the 
Difpofition  of  the  Heavens  condu¬ 
ced  to  it. 


(a)  Vhilof.  Tranfaff,  Numb,  z  89. 
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Since  that  in  thefe  Places  in  which 
this  Hurrican  was  fierce  ft,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  both  in  the  Summer 
and  Autumn,  there  fell  greater  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Rain  than  ordinary  $  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Winter  was  alfo  milder 
and  warmer  than  that  Seafon  is  ge¬ 
nerally  :  So  that  even  to  the  End  of 
November  the  Spirits  and  Liquors  in 
the  Thermometer,  whofe  84th  De¬ 
gree  fhows  Fro  ft,  never  fell  below  the 
rootb  (a). 

From  hence  were  gathered  toge¬ 
ther  in  the  Air,  and  carried  up  by 
warm  Exhalations  from  the  moift 
Earth  infinite  Atoms  of  Salts  and 
Sulphur,  which  meeting  together, 
and  being  varioufly  agitated,  in- 
creafed  the  deftrudtive  Fury. 

This  is  further  confirmed,'  if  we 
confider  that  in  the  Height  of  its 
Fiercenefs  it  lightned  very  much,  and 

iflT,  1,1  I,  . . .  H  1 - - --M  I  — I.nwin^r  >■■■  I  Mill,,  »  . . 1 .  * 

(a)  Fhilof,  Tranfaff*  loco  Citato* 
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that  the  Grafs  and  Leaves  were  fo 
covered  with  Salt  Particles,  even  in 
Places  far  remote  from  the  Sea,  that 
the  Cattle  would  not  touch  them. 

But  I  have  not  Leafure  to  purfue 
this  Matter  any  longer,  tho’  I  can¬ 
not  omit  to  put  the  Reader  in  mind 
that  there  happened  in  our  Fathers 
days,  a  violent  Temped:,  which  tho’ 
perchance,  it  was  not  equal  to  this, 
yet  the  Writers  of  thofe  Times  fpeak 
much  of  its  great  Fury.  It  happen¬ 
ed  that  Night  after  the  Arch-tray  tor 
Oliver  y  died,  on  the  3d  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1658. 

No  Almanack  or  Memoirs  give 
any  Account  of  the  Difpofition  of 
the  Air,  and  the -Heavens  that  Year  5 
but  this  is  to  be  obferved,  which 
makes  to  ourPurpofe,  that  the  Moon 
was  full  about  the  Autumnal  Equi¬ 
nox,  and  fitted  the  Region  of  the 
Air  for  fo  great  Motions. 
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The  learned  Maecius  has  obferved, 
(a)  that  in  thofe  Countries  which 
are  troubled  with  frequent  Deluges, 
that  the  Inundations  for  the  moft 
Part,  happen  when  the  Moon  as  at 
Full  5  and  he  afligns  as  the  certain 
Caufe  of  thefe  Mifchiefs,  to  be  the 
immoderate  fwelling  and  flowing  of 
the  Sea,  joyned  with  the  attractive 
Faculty  of  the  Planets. 

Storms  and  Tempefts  have  their 
Origin  from  thefe  and  fuch  like 
Caufes,  for  it’s  not  our  Bufinefs  to 
difeourfe  here  of  the  divine  Power, 
or  whether  they  are  fent  by  the  An¬ 
ger  of  God,  for  the  Punifhment  of 
Sinners.  I  will  not  endeavour  to 
loofe  People  from  the  Bonds  of  Re¬ 
ligion  5  for  tho’  all  Parts  of  this  im- 
menfe  Machine  move  by  certain 
Laws,  and  what’s  convenient  for  the 
Whole,  may  fometimes  hurt  Tarticu- 


(a)  DelTevere  lib.  3.  p«  228, 
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I civS)  we  muft  ftill  leave  the  entire 
Command  to  the  Creator  of  all, 
and  perhaps  it  was  conformable  to 
the  Divine  Wifi,  to  create  the  World 
in  that  Manner,  that  fometimes 
Storms,  Deluges  and  Earthquakes* 
and  Thunder,  fhould  happen  to  ter¬ 
rify  and  keep  Sinners  in  Order,  who 
might  otherwife  elfe  forget  him. 
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